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Presidents Message –November 

   This year has seemed to fly by and here we are once again starting a new month.                                              
November is a busy month for most of us.  A few facts about the month. 

3rd is national sandwich day. John Montagu was the 4th Earl of Sandwich and in 1792 he 
created the sandwich so it gave him more time to gamble, a favorite pastime. 

5th we end day light savings time on Sunday at 2:00 am. So we set the clocks back an 
hour to 1:00 am. This means you get another hour of sleep before you start your 
Monday. 

10th Sesame Street premiered on Public Broadcasting Service in 1969. It believed if you 
kept the children’s attention then you could teach them.   

11th   Veteran’s day   we celebrate all our veterans. 
15th   America Recycle Day. Started in 1997 to encourage people to recycle and buy re-

cycled products. 
18th Mickey Mouse was born in 1928 by Walt Disney.  
19th The Gettysburg Address. 
23rd Thanksgiving. 

I usually think of two things when it comes to the month of November, Veterans and 
Thanksgiving 

Veterans over the many years have given so much in order that we can enjoy our freedom. 
When I look at a cemetery like Arlington National Cemetery, I see row upon row of fallen 
soldiers, and I think of what price was paid for my freedom. I have a great nephew who is a 
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and I think of all the things that means in honor 
to all our veterans. So this veteran’s day join me in thanking a veteran for their service. Find 
a veteran and pay for their breakfast, supper or give then tickets to the movies or music 
event. At least, thank them for their service to our country. 

Here is where you can help me! Now until the end of November, I am collecting gently 
used men’s clothing- coats, sweaters, belts, socks, pants, belts, gloves, hats, boots, shoes 
and anything else that would keep someone warm. Each year I volunteer for a project for 
homeless veterans and returning veterans who need additional support.  So if you have 
any of these items I would be very appreciative. I would pick them up or if you dropped 
then at the office I would get them there. 

Now we come to Turkey day!!  Thanksgiving is a time when we gather with friends and fami-
ly and give thanks for all our blessings for the year. Ok maybe to be honest, some of it is the 
smell of turkey in the oven or pumpkin pie or some other special foods you celebrate with.  

For me, it’s a time that I reflect on all the things I am thankful for.  I am thankful for the 
good news we have thus far on 4 family members battling cancer and their positive 
attitudes. Some of the days have been tough but together as family we have en-
dured. I am thankful for my neighbors for sharing and caring about my welfare this 
year. I am thankful for the support and the hard work that our 19th ward family has 
shown this year. Because of you and your generous nature, we have accomplished 
many things this year. You have risen to give a little more so that our neighborhood 
and community is a brighter place to live, work and play. I have watched people go 
way beyond to help, teach, support and encourage other members to reach a high-
er potential, and for that I am thankful. I am thankful for all of you who have given 
me advice, support, encouragement, and help in so many ways. Have a great 
month. Harlan .  Tsoh1@rochester.rr.com. Cell 585 748 4164, home 585 529 5165. 
If you have concerns  

mailto:Tsoh1@rochester.rr.com
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19th Ward Community Association’s  

 

CONVENTION 2017 

6:00 PM - Friday - November 17 
Danforth Community Center 

200 West Avenue (enter via Ames for parking) 

 

- Pizza, Snacks, Desserts, Beverages 

- Bid on Exciting Silent Auction Items 

- Elect New Officers/ Vote on the 2018 Budget 

- Enjoy the fellowship of neighbors. 

 

6:00-6:45pm   Social Hour and Silent Auction 

7:00-8:45pm   Program and Business Meeting  

Keynote Speaker – Iman Abid  

Director, NYCLU, Genesee Valley Chapter 

No cost, no RSVP necessary 

 

Open to all 19
th

 Ward residents, businesses and friends.   

Only registered members of the 19
th

 Ward Community Association  

are eligible to vote on official business.  

 



November 2017  4 

 

Iman Abid will be our keynote speaker at the Convention on November 17. 

 

 

 

Iman Abid joined the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) family as a community organizer 

for the Genesee Valley Chapter and is now serving as Director, working on issues from criminal 

justice reform to education reform. 

Before joining the NYCLU, Abid was working in the political field as a campaign manager for 

several upstate New York representatives. Her love for the public sector led her to serve as a 

deputy field director, organizing field work for senatorial and congressional campaigns. During 

that time she became a part of a field program that exceeded the Democratic Senatorial Cam-

paign Committee standards. 

In 2017, Abid was chosen as a City & State Rising Star Recipient and writes for Muslim Girl.com 

Abid holds a B.S. in Political Science from the Rochester Institute of Technology. 

Iman will be speaking to us about some of the steps taken locally around the protection of our  

civil liberties, fighting for people’s civil liberties locally, what issues we should be aware of, and h 

ow we can continually energize ourselves and others.  
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 The 19th Ward annual convention will be held at Danforth Community Center at 200 West 

Avenue on November 17th at 6 p.m. We plan to host a neighbors-helping-neighbors service 

auction and we would appreciate it if you would donate your gifts and talents to be 

auctioned off.   Of course we still accept traditional auction items.  Please contact Diane 

Watkins or Jackie at the office by November 1 if you are willing to donate. 

19thward@19wcaa.org, 328-6571  

Thank you 

Diane Watkins 

2017 Convention Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Some ideas for our service auction: 

music or dance lessons, use of a vacation home, boat rides, pet care, cooking, baked goods, 

home repairs, ride to the airport, meal preparation, computer assistance, pet grooming, flow-

er delivery, a Yoga class, snowplowing or shoveling, tailoring, mending, sewing lessons, dj 

services, raising ducks, chickens, intro to beekeeping, canoe or kayak loan, home security 

assessment, gardening, window washing, appliance repair, home décor suggestions, budget-

ing finances, garage cleaning, raking, ...the ideas are endless….the sky is the limit 
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Delegates’ Council Meeting, October 12, 2017 

Harlan Ost, President, chaired the meeting 

Arnett Library – Bruce Tehan passed flyers regarding the October program schedule, and announced special 

events.  On Saturday Oct 28, at 1:00 the Library will be celebrating the opening of the mural on the outside wall 

of the Library.  On that same day, from 11AM – 1PM, Carol Kramer will be sharing her non-bake cookie making 

skills with Teens, grades 7-12, and Adults.  On Thursday, 11/16 at 5:30, Kate Meddaugh of the US Patent & 

Trademark Office at the Central Library will be teaching a class on patents and trademarks. 

LaShay Harris was present to give an updated report on Square Fair.  The Square Fair committee had hoped to 

realize a goal of $5000.00 income, and in fact they were successful in that goal. 

House Tour  - all pieces in place for the House Tour event on Saturday, 10/14.  Jackie asked for 2 more volunteers 

to fill a void at one of the houses 

Convention Update – date is Friday, Nov 17 at Danforth.  Keynote speaker is Iman Ibid, Director NYCLU, Genesee 

Valley Chapter. The slate of Nominees are Harlan Ost, running for President; Chris Buitrago, running for 1st Vice 

President; Zola Brown, running for 2nd Vice President; Sheila Driscoll, running for Secretary; Deb Wight, running 

for Treasurer.  The committee is looking for volunteers in a number of capacities – financial contributions, food 

contributions, phone calls, hosting at the event, working the registration tables, and more.  The committee is 

also looking for auction donations – this is a service auction and they need people to contribute services.   

John DeMott reported on the Bulls Head Redevelopment plans.  Another public meeting will be scheduled before 

the end of the year. 

Citizen Merchant of the Year Dinner – Mary Fran Kolbuc announced the honorees – Carol Kramer, Citizen of the 

Year; Janet Elliott, Personal Banker at Chili-Gardiner Key Bank, Merchant of the Year; Cele and Keith Jackson, Hall 

of Fame Honorees; Cheryl Goggins, Clerk at the Thurston Post Office, Special Recognition.  Comedian Malcolm 

Whitfield will entertain.  Dinner is Saturday, October 28 at 5:30.  Tickets are $18.00 and include reception, din-

ner, dessert, awards, and entertainment. 

District meetings – All Delegates were encouraged to schedule a meeting for their District. At these meetings, 

Delegates for 2018 are voted in, and neighborhood issues are discussed. 

Delegates shared news and information about programs happening. 

   

 
Loose Leaf Collection this year is as follows: 

For streets on the north side of Arnett, pick up will be 

between Nov 6&10; streets south of Arnett, pick up will 

be Nov 13-17, depending on weather. 

Leaves can be raked to the tree line (between sidewalk 

and street) and the City will pick them up from there. 

DO NOT RAKE LEAVES INTO THE STREET—that plugs our 

drainage system, and causes problems when snow falls. 

Wish you could make a trip to St. Kitts? 

Try Abby’s St. Kittchen Takeout and Catering 

A new restaurant at 340 Thurston Road 

Featuring American, Caribbean, Soulfood 

Grand Opening, October 29 3:00—6:00 PM 

Try her signature Garlic Parm Twice Baked Seafood Potato 
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Great things come from the most unlikely places 

This is how many neighbors of the 19thWard feel about their neighborhood 

 

The pride of our homes and our Neighborhood was evident On October 14, 

as we hosted the 38th 19WCA House Tour. Our first tour took place in 1971, 

and in recent years we have been showcasing neighborhood homes every 

other year. This year there were eight homes plus a city school,  the             

Dr. Walter Cooper Academy, on the tour. That Congress Avenue school     

celebrated its 100th year this year, having first opened its doors on                   

Jan. 29, 1917.  

 

Four of the homes were in the Sibley-Elmdorf Historic District, one of      

Rochester’s newest historic districts. The Sibley Tract bears the name of a true Rochester pioneer, Hiram Sibley, 

who formed the Western Union Telegraph Company in 1856. His family began subdividing his estate lands in 

1903. Virtually all the housing in Rochester’s 19th Ward neighborhood was built during the years 1900 through 

1930. The architectural styles in the Sibley Tract are interpretations of popular styles of the day, including        

Colonial Revival, American Foursquare, Arts and Crafts/Bungalow and Tudor Revival.  

 

One of the homes on this year’s tour had a famous first resident: Joseph C. Wilson, who was the Mayor of Roch-

ester from 1927 to 1930. The Wilson family was the founder, in 1906, of the Haloid Company, renamed Xerox 

Corporation in 1961. Another home on the tour has a working honeybee hive in the dining room. The hive is con-

nected to the outdoors with a pipe for the bees to come and go as they please. That home is owned by Sweet 

Bees, Inc, a nonprofit that promotes urban beekeeping. 

 

Besides raising funds to support the work of the Association, another goal of the house tour is building and 

maintaining a strong community. With that in mind, Maria Furgiuele, Executive Director of the Community De-

sign Center of Rochester, gave a talk about creating resilient neighborhoods. Following that, Dr. Walter Cooper, 

still very much involved with the school that bears his name, offered his insights on how schools and neighbor-

hoods work together for the common good.  

 

It was a wonderful event, on a beautiful October day.  With approx. 150 people touring our tree lined streets 

and visiting the eight exceptional homes on tour.  Just over half of the participants were from other neighbor-

hoods.  Meaning, our secrets of quality housing, and a strong, welcoming community are spreading! 
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Planting New Design Ideas at Wilson Magnet HS   Fall Garden Prep and Bulb Planting at Wilson Magnet HS 

ROTC students from UR will be volunteering their time 

at the 19th Ward office, and in our gardens on 

Wednesday, November 1, 3:30-6:00.  Stop by to say 

Hello and thank you. 

                  +++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Craft Fair 

Saturday, November 4 

9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Wilson Magnet HS 

19WCA Candidates running for Office: 

Harlan Ost               for President                              

Chris Buitrago        for 1st Vice President 

Zola Brown              for 2nd Vice President              

Sheila Driscoll         for Secretary 

Deb Wight               for Treasurer 

Vote on Nov 17—nominations can be taken from                              

the floor 

Nov 17 Auction Preview: 

(just a sneak peek) 

Cottage, heirloom doll, bookbinding class, vegetable gardening 

workshop, sailboat ride,  a tour with Susan B Anthony, bird 

watching, grocery shopping, cookies, fall prevention work-

shop, laundry wash & fold….. 

Call the Office, 328-6571, to donate your ‘service’ or item. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We need MANY volunteers to help at the Conven-

tion, and to contribute food or donations for food 

that evening.  Please call 328-6571 to offer help. 

Some News on Rapids Cemetery: 

A team from the History & Archives Committee met on 

Sept 19 with four teams of multi-media students from RIT. 

These are seniors embarking on a two-semester-long pro-

ject to create an interactive, immersive, digital tour experi-

ence about Rapids Cemetery. 

 

The students were given this high-level summary: "Rapids 

Cemetery, located in southwest Rochester and dating back 

to the 1800s, contains graves of many historical figures. 

The cemetery caretakers would like to highlight who is bur-

ied there and their contributions to history. In particular, 

they would like visitors to have an opportunity to learn 

about the people and the locale as they walk through 

the cemetery. Your task is to develop an application or 

physical system to permit this.” 
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Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday, November 7.  Polls open from 6:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

New York Proposal 1, the Constitutional Convention Question, is on the ballot in New York as an automatic ballot referral on 

November 7, 2017.  

 

 

A constitutional convention is a meeting of elected delegates who propose amendments to or rewrite the state constitution. 

Proposals developed at a convention are put on a ballot for voter consideration. New Yorkers voted on 12 constitutional con-

vention questions during the 239 years between 1777 and 2016. In 2017—which is 240 years after the first constitution was 

ratified—citizens of the state are voting on the question for the 13th time. Of the 12 questions asked before 2017, seven result-

ed in constitutional conventions being held and four led to new state constitutions. Prior to 1900, four of five questions were 

approved. Between 1900 and 1999, three of seven questions were approved, representing a lower rate of approval compared 

to the previous century.[1] As of October 18, 2017, polling indicated that a plurality of New Yorkers are interested in approving a 

constitutional convention question in 2017. 

To simplify: Every 20 years New York State voters decide whether or not there should be a Constitutional Convention.  If 

the majority of the voters vote YES, then next year we would elect the delegates to serve on the convention.  The conven-

 A "yes" vote supports holding a constitutional convention to develop and propose changes 

to the state constitution that voters would vote on at the election on November 5, 2019.  

 A "no" vote opposes holding a constitutional convention to develop and propose changes 

to the state constitution that voters would vote on at the election on November 5, 2019.  

                                                          Vote for Monroe County Sheriff, Monroe County Family Court Judge, 

                                           Rochester City Court Judge,  Rochester City Council Members, Rochester Commissioner of Schools 

Also on the ballot this year are 3 proposals that need our research and study before going to the polls.  Most of the information be-

low was taken from ballotpedia.org.  This site offers more information on each proposal, including funding behind it or against it, who is 

supporting it. 

More information can also be found in CITY, Oct 18 edition, Vol 47, No. 7 , 

https://www.rochestercitynewspaper.com/rochester/ArticleArchives?tag=New%20York%20Constitutional%20Convention 

And in the Democrat and Chronicle, Sunday Oct 22 edition, Page 1A  

http://www.democratandchronicle.com/search/Con%20Con:%20What%20is%20it%20and%20why%20should%20%20you%20care/ 

 

Proposal 1 would call for a constitutional convention to explore proposals for changes to the state constitution.   

Proposal 2 would allow judges to reduce or revoke the state pension of a public officer convicted of a felony related to his or her 

duties.  

 

Proposal 3 would create a 250-acre land bank, which would allow local governments to request forest preserve land for projects in ex-

change 

 for the state acquiring 250 acres for the forest preserves.  
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tion delegates would then go about the task of rewriting, updating, make additions and edits to our state constitution.  

Those changes would then be presented to the voters in 2019 as a referendum for adoption or rejection. 

New York Proposal 2, the Pension Forfeiture for Convicted Officials Amendment, is on the ballot in New York as a legisla-

tively referred constitutional amendment on November 7, 2017.[1]  

 

 

Proposal 2 would allow judges, following a court hearing, to reduce or revoke the public pension of a public officer convicted 

of a felony related to his or her official duties. Judges would consider the severity of the crime in determining whether to 

reduce or revoke the officer's public pension. They would also consider whether pension forfeiture would create undue hard-

ship for the convicted officer’s spouse, children, and other dependents. The measure would define public officers as elected 

officials, governor-appointed officials, municipal administrators and managers, heads of government departments, boards, 

and commissions, state and local chief fiscal officers and treasurers, judges and justices of the unified court system, and em-

ployees of the state designated as policymakers. Proposal 2 would apply to any crimes committed on or after January 1, 

2018.[1][2] 

New York Proposal 3, the Forest Preserve Land Bank Amendment, is on the ballot in New York as a legislatively referred 

constitutional amendment on November 7, 2017.  

 

 

Proposal 3 would create a forest preserve land bank of 250 acres for qualifying local projects. The land bank would be re-

ferred to in law as the Health and Safety Land Account. Municipalities would request to use acres in the land bank to address 

bridge and road hazards, water wells to meet drinking water standards, and stabilizing public utility lines. Before local gov-

ernments could begin requesting acres in the land bank, the state would acquire 250 new acres to include in the Forest Pre-

serve. The measure would also allow bike paths, sewer lines, and electric, telephone, and broadband lines within the width 

of highways (49.5 feet or the width of the easement in existence on July 1, 2015) cutting through the Forest Preserve.[1][2]  

VOTE 

November 7   6:00 AM—9:00 PM 

Call  585-445-8232 if you need a ride to the  Polls 

 

 A "yes" vote supports this amendment to authorize judges to reduce or revoke the public pension of a 

public officer convicted of a felony related to his or her official duties.  

 A "no" vote opposes this amendment to authorize judges to reduce or revoke the public pension of a 

public officer convicted of a felony related to his or her official duties.  

 
A "yes" vote supports this amendment to:                                                                                                                      create a 250-acre 

land bank, which would allow local governments to request state Forest Preserve land for qualifying projects in exchange for the 

state adding 250 new acres to the preserve; and  allow bike paths, sewer lines, and utility lines within the width of highways on pre-

serve land. 

 

 A "no" vote opposes this amendment to:  create a 250-acre state Forest Preserve land bank; and allow bike paths, 

sewer lines, and utility lines within the width of highways on preserve land. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
8:30 AM Thurston 

Brooks Arnett Mer-

chants at RPH 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
1:00  District 8 meets at Brue 

Coffee 

6 
6:30 PM District 16 

meets at 216 Thurston 

 

7  

Election Day—Polls 

open 6AM-9PM 

 
7:00 PM Schools 

Committee at 216 

Thurston 

8  
8:00 AM Genesee 

Merchants at NSC 

 

7:00 PM PCIC at 

Staybridge 

9  
7:00 PM Delegates 

Council at Arnett Li-

brary 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
8:00 AM Chili Ave 

Merchants at Livie’s 

 

7:00 Square Fair Plan-

ning Committee 

16  
1:00 PM Housing 

Committee at NSC 

17  
6:00 PM 19WCA Con-

vention at Danforth 

18  
9:45 AM History & 

Archives at Brue 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
No 19WCA Public 

Safety meeting in 

November 

30  
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 
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