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Martin Luther King, Jr. luminary celebration  
Cold, snowy, but beautiful 

                      
                          Coming in February      

             Candlelight Dinners                                       Family Skating Party 
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2016 Officers  
President:  Diane Watkins 

1st Vice President:  Harlan Ost 

2nd Vice President: John Boutet 

Treasurer: Carleen Wilenius  

Secretary: Sheila Driscoll  

Past President: LaShay Harris  

President’s 
Message 

Welcome to February 

This month we celebrate with 19th Ward Candlelight Dinners, Valentine’s Day,  
our Skating Party at GVP and Black History Month.  We are also sponsoring a Bone 
Marrow Drive in collaboration with “Be the Match” at the office on Feb. 7th from 
noon to 4 pm. It is just a 30 second cheek swab.  People in the 19th Ward work really 

hard to get our neighbors involved in a number of activities. We do this in order to build 
our community; to make it strong through neighbors knowing neighbors and sacrificing 
of ourselves to help our fellow man. Not all of our neighborhoods in the city have such 
active associations and of those that do, some are embattled with infighting and dis-
agreements that they perceive as insurmountable. We have real challenges such as  
poverty, violence, lack of local employment opportunities and an educational system that 
has only been successful in small pockets. In spite of our real life, day-to-day challenges, 
thankfully, we in the 19th stay hopeful, committed and forward thinking about working 
together even when we disagree. 

Before his death, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. attempted to hold a Poor People’s 
March. He said, “People ought to come to Washington, sit down if necessary in the  
middle of the street and say, ‘We are here; we are poor; we don’t have any money; you 
have made us this way … and we’ve come to stay until you do something about it.'”  
People in our neighborhood are standing on the streets. They are here, poor, without any 
money, looking for someone to lead them; help them, do something about it. We in the 
19th WCA continue to support our street managers John DeMott and Don Hanks as they 
work with business to bring jobs to the neighborhood and help people to get money in 
their pockets. We support the Mayor as she continues to reach out every weekend on 
WDKX inviting citizens to apply for jobs that they may have otherwise not considered; 
knowing this time that they have a real shot at getting the job. The public money used  
to invest in the revitalization of our major corridors is a planted seed. It deserves the  
respect of regional and national business who are ready to match our commitment with 
their full investments. We expect that our county, state and federal government officials 
will also work hard to promote business and job creation in the 19th.  

The 19th WCA Schools committee is working to bring schools #16 and #44 back to  
life. They will soon host the Annual Spelling Bee. With the Spelling Bee, we have an  
opportunity to connect with young people who live in our neighborhood and engage 
them with a sense of urgency about the importance of supporting each other in their  
academic pursuits. Teen Empowerment has access to hundreds of 19th Ward youngsters 
who proved that they are ready and able to work. We can all support those young people 
by hiring them to do work and creating opportunities like “SewGreen” has for them to 
learn marketable skills. Imagine youth run business in our neighborhood. I have first-
hand knowledge about the challenge of inspiring young people who are living in  
abject poverty. I accept this challenge every day because it is important that we stand in 
the gap and do our best to remove barriers (some of them self-imposed for self-
preservation) to their academic, emotional and social growth. Many of our children are  
in basic survival mode; acting out, trying to achieve steady food, clothing, and shelter, 
mental and physical safety.  Our community work and support makes a difference. 

Stay strong, keep up the good work neighbors. In the words of Joe Kennedy, “When the 
going gets tough, the tough get going”! 

Diane Watkins 
President 

Diane Watkins 

President, 19WCA 
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Thank you to a Great Team 
Thank you to Zola Brown, Moiet James, Demond Meeks, Kathy McGill, Adam McFadden, Landy 

Atkinson, to the hotspot hosts, to Arnett Café, to the folks at PLEX who lit up S. Plymouth and the 

walking bridge and so many others who contributed to the success of our Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Luminary events.  We were sure cold, but the hot chocolate, chili, and friendship warmed us.   

Thanks everyone!! 
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Roof  Repair Money 
The City of Rochester is offering financial assistance for roof replacement to qualifying homeowners of 

owner-occupied, single-family homes.  Requirements:  

must be 18 years of age or older, a US citizen  or legal 

resident alien, own the property as your primary  

residence, contribute financially toward the project, live 

in the property for a period of 3 years after project com-

pletion,.  Income requirements apply, and property taxes 

must be up to date. 

Need money for a roof?  Know someone who does?  Call  

our Neighborhood Service Center, 428-7630,  

or stop by at 923 Genesee St. for information  

and applications. 

Round 1:  January 25-February 25, drawing on February 26, 2016 

Round 2:  April 25—May 26, drawing on May 27, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT CALENDAR  ALERT !! 
Mark your calendars now for the return of The Little Thea-

ter fundraiser for the 19th WCA on Sunday, April 17th.  As 

before, ticket holders may go to any movie, showing any 

time on THAT DAY.  Information on buying and selling 

tickets will be available closer to the date.  But please 

DO HOLD THE DATE. 

 

The Southwest Garden Group 

takes on a lovely project 
The SW Garden Group is taking on an exciting project for 

the coming year.  “Blocks in Bloom” is a program from 

Cornell Cooperative Extension.  It brings Master Garden-

ers to one or two blocks in Rochester, works with resi-

dents, and has assistance from the City of Rochester with 

compost and mulch.  It helps interested residents with 

front yard garden design, free plants, and help for suc-

cess.  It has already been in action on Depew and Salina 

Streets.  We are planning to help with Kenwood between 

Frost and Chili (tentatively).  We need mentors and 

neighbors to contribute a hand in a variety of ways.  The 

last issue of Upstate Gardeners’ Journal points to the suc-

cess of this project.  For more information visit 

www.Location 19.org 
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Sew Green Puppet  

Workshop–February 15-18 
Tom Bohrer, renowned puppet maker and resident 

of the 19th Ward will be partnering with Sew Green 

Rochester during February Break.  Tom will be 

teaching puppet making at Sew Green Monday 

thru Thursday, February 15-18, 10AM – Noon.   

Students must be ages 10 and up.   Sew Green is a 

non-for-profit providing affordable materials and 

classes in sewing, knitting, and needlework,  

located at 264-268 Arnett Blvd.  Puppet class  

capacity will be 12 students so don’t delay  

registration.  Cost for this 4 day puppet making 

class will be $40.00.  Call 328-2652 to  register,  

or for more information 

   

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Mark your calendars now.  The annual Palm Sunday  

Breakfast will be held at the Rochester Presbyterian Home 

on Sunday, March 20 at 8:00 AM. Ticket prices remain at  

$7.00/Individual, $11.00/Couple, $15.00/Household.   

 

Our Host is The Rochester Presbyterian Home, Sponsors are 

Westminster Presbyterian Mission, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 

Church, St. Monica  Roman Catholic Church in partnership 

with the 19th Ward Community Association. 

 

Dr. Leonard Brock, Chair of the Rochester Monroe Anti  

Poverty Initiative, will be the Keynote Speaker.  All funds  

will benefit Teen Empowerment.  Call the Office, 328-6571, 

for tickets. 

The Skating Party  

Needs Volunteers 

This is always a wonderful event.  This year families will gather on 

Saturday, February 13 for skating, food, prizes, entertainment.  The 

event is totally free, and always a great time.  We are still in need of 

a few volunteers in order to make this a success.  Call 328-6571 if you 

can help with Set up, Clean up, Food Service, Carnival games, Prize 

Redemption, etc. 

Choose United Way Donor Option #1142 to contribute 

to the 19th Ward Community Association through your 

Employer 
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Need a Rewarding Job? 
Are you familiar with Publisher? 

The 19th Ward Community Association is presently looking for a reliable person who is willing to give up a few 

hours once a month to publish our newsletter, Update 19. 

 Qualifications: 

familiar with Publisher, or willing to learn 

tolerance for articles submitted after deadline 

willingness to work on a deadline 

reliable, friendly 

Benefits: 

plenty of support from office staff and past editors 

your name in print 

Salary: 

no monetary pay, simply praise and smiles 

 

Delegates’ Council, Jan. 14, 2016   

Diane Watkins, President, chaired the meeting. 

--Library report: Bruce Tehan announced upcoming events at the library including an event honoring 

Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan 16, a family-friendly concert at noon on Jan. 16, a Health Navigator on Jan. 22 

from 11am to 4pm, and a gardening workshop at 10:30 am on Jan. 30.   

--Guest Sol Armoskaite, a professor of Linguistics at University of Rochester, reported that her students 

will look at 19th Ward print communications and make suggestions.  They will work with Jackie and Mary 

Dan.  This should be a good experience for all involved.   

--Guests Sonia Newman and Patti Minter reported re the upcoming Bone Marrow Drive to be held Feb. 7 

at the 19WCA office.  This drive is sponsored by Roc4Israel and 19th WCA.  The drive will use a cheek 

swab.-no needles. There is a need for donors (ages 18 to 44) of diverse backgrounds.   

--Treasurer’s Report:  As expected, 19th WCA ran a deficit of $2,657 for the year ending Dec. 31.   Our  

deficit was less than projected; the shortfall was covered by savings.   

--Office Manager:  Jackie Farrell asked that people notify her if new people move in on their street; new 

neighbors will receive information about the 19thWCA.  Jackie does not need names, just the addresses.   

--Roof repair funds will be available.  The process opens on Jan. 25.  There are income requirements.  

Call 311 for more information.   

--St. Monica’s will be hosting this year’s Good Friday walk, which is an interdenominational event.   

--D&L Groceries would like to move to a larger location on Genesee St. so that they can provide more 

fresh food, more grocery items and so that they can serve more prepared food.  The plan is to seek  

financing from a local bank and the City.  A motion was made and approved to notify the City etc. of the 

full support of the 19thWCA for this plan.   

--Luminary events will be held on Jan 16 and  Jan 18.  Zola Brown is the chairperson. 

--19th WCA will hold a fundraiser at the Little Theatre in April, Carleen Wilenius is the chairperson. 

--Candlelight dinners will be held on Feb. 6.   

--Skating party will be held on Feb. 13, from 1 to 4 pm.  Volunteers are needed.  Angie Burch is the  

chairperson.   

--Spelling Bee will be held April 29; Practices happen every Saturday at the Arnett Library from 10 to 

11am, and are going well.   

--Palm Sunday breakfast will be held on March 20.   

--All are invited to a meeting at Brue at 6pm on Jan 28 to discuss Greenlight Networks (fiber-optic).   

Plan is to bring this resource to our neighborhood so consumers have more choices about internet  

connections.   
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Westside  

Farmers Market 
The team of volunteers who run the Westside Farmers Market have 

been meeting to prepare for the 2016 Season.  They are in need of a 

few able bodied volunteers to help spread the workload out a bit.   

We would welcome 2 or 3 more people on our planning committee.  

And we would dearly love a few worker bees who don’t want to be 

part of a planning committee.  We need 2 people to magically  

appear at closing time and assist us with the take down and storage 

process of tents, tables, chairs, etc.  We also need 2 people about 

3:00 PM to set out sandwich boards (one drives, one places boards).  

We have  a map for driving and for placement to make this job  

easier.  And then of course we need 2 more people to take those 

same boards down at the end of the market.  We will be happy to 

create a schedule so that you can volunteer once or 20 times, but 

please do volunteer.  Call 436-8999, or email westsidemarketroches-

ter@gmail.com if you would like more information, or would like to 

volunteer. 

Volunteers needed 

Need help shoveling? 
Can you help shovel the sidewalk for an elderly or disabled  

neighbor?  The Center for Disability Rights is working with the City 

of Rochester to organize a program that will provide this  

service.  Call 546-7510 or email swoodward@cdrnys.org if you are 

in need of shoveling, know someone who is, or would like to  

volunteer.  And don't forget to keep the hydrants clear. 

 

Congratulations Karen! 
Anyone have pix from the Arnett Y? 

Karen Kunow, one of our long time residents and members, is retiring from the 

YMCA after 30 years. If you or your children took swimming lessons at Arnett Y 

(back when it was on Arnett Blvd) Karen was most likely the Instructor, and the  

Lifeguard.  She supervised the Lifeguards, worked with Mrs. Berger in the pre-K 

program (Tot Enrichment), taught swimming, marched in the Square Fair Parade 

each year with the students, and accomplished a host of other activities.  She would 

love to see some of her students all grown up, and is inviting us to her family  

friendly RETIRMENT PARTY!!  Karen still lives in the 19th Ward, and has served as a  

Delegate.  The party is scheduled for Friday, February 12, 6:30 – 9:00 PM in the 

gymnasium at the Maplewood Y, 25 Driving Park Ave. Spread the word to those 

grown up kids who knew Karen.  A DJ will provide music and Karen WILL be  

dancing!  Call 328-6571 if you have pix from the Arnett Y that Karen can borrow. 

mailto:westsidemarketrochester@gmail.com
mailto:westsidemarketrochester@gmail.com
mailto:swoodward@cdrnys.org
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Adlai E. Stevenson School 29 
88 Kirkland Road (Gym) 

Black History Month Culture and Heritage 
Expo 

Celebration 

February 26, 2016 
9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
Presentations 

Recitals 
Vendors 

Set Up Time - 8:00 a.m. -  9:15 a.m. 
 Contact: Rose Wright 328-8228 Ext: 1170                                                 

 

Best Friends Animal Society Awards Verona Street Animal Society a $25,000 

Grant to Support City Animal Services Outreach 

Verona Street Animal Society (VSAS) President Jennifer Brown announced today that VSAS has been awarded a 
$25,000 grant from Best Friends Animal Society. This grant will support the community outreach program adminis-

tered by the City's Animal Services Bureau. The funds will be used to cover spay and neuter costs for income-

qualifying City residents. Animal Services representatives will provide vouchers to pet owners in need. These 

vouchers will be redeemable at the Rochester Community Animal Clinic.  Another portion of the grant will 

help to spay and neuter community cats in the 19th Ward. 
 

“This grant provides the resources we need to address some of the primary concerns  about overpopulation,” said 

Jennifer Brown, President of Verona Street Animal Society. "I want to thank Best Friends Animal Society for support-

ing our efforts to help residents and their pets. These funds will encourage pet retention, reduce shelter intakes, and 
enhance animal wellness."  
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February  2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  2 
 

3 
8:30a Thurston-
Brooks-Arnett  
Merchants @ It’s 
About Love  

4 5 6 

Candlelight Dinners  

throughout the 

neighborhood 

7 
Bone 
Marrow 
Blood 
Drive 
(info in-
side) 

8 9 10 
8:00a Genesee 
Merchants @ NSC 
7:00p Schools Com-
mittee 216 Thurston 
7:00p PCIC @ Stay-
bridge 

11 
11:00a  Housing 

Committee @ 

NSC 

7:00p Delegates 
Council @ Library 

12 
 

13 
1 –4 PM 19th Ward 
Family Skating 
Party at GVP Ice 
Rink (details inside) 

14 15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
   SCHOOL 

17 

8:00a Chili Avenue 
Merchants @ Livie’s 
 

     BREAK 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
   WEEK 

19 20 
9:45a History &  
Archives Comm @ 
Brue 
 

21 22 23 
 

24 
6:30p Public Safety 
Committee Meeting 
@ RPH  

25 26 

Black History 
Event at 
School 29 
(info inside) 

27 
 

28 29 HAPPY LEAP YEAR   
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 

Call the Office for  

contact information.  

Be sure your Delegate  

is aware of your interests  

and concerns. 

District 1     Marta Driscoll 

District 2     OPEN 

District 3     Penny Griffin 
District 4     Deb Hudnell 

District 5     Zola Brown 

District 6     Don Hanks 

District 7     Jay Ross 

District 8     Mary Fran Kolbuc 

District 9     Austin Pettigrew 

District 10   Donna Sarnacki 

District 11   Ron Stallworth 

District 12   Leigh McMullen 

District 13   Chris Buitrago 

District 14   Charlotte Giebel 

District 15   Laura Suda 

District 16   Lauren Caruso 

District 17   John DeMott 
District 18   Harriette Royer 

District 19   Bryan Babcock 

District 20   Angie Burch 

District 21   Joanne DeMarle 

District 22   OPEN 

District 23   Beverly Usher  
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   19th Ward Community  Association 

   216 Thurston Road 

   Rochester, New York     14619 

Keep  19WCA in mind: 

United Way  

Donor Option #1142 

through your Employer 


