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Message

Welcome to September

Hope, Pray, Letds Rol I!

In spite of great weather and wonderfully organized 19th WCA social
events, this summer has been everything that we hoped that it would not
be. In spite of the best efforts of many, many people to be good role mod-
els and live the example of how neighbors should interact and treat each other, we
have been forced to live with increased drug sales, extreme violence and the bad
choices of individuals who are too broken to help themselves.

Recently three Americans on a train in France foiled an attempted act of terror by
standing up and risking their lives to save everyone on the train. They could have
run and hid to save themselves but they chose to stay and fight. Even though it was
not their goal, their actions made them heroes. There are a lot of everyday heroes
who live in the 19th Ward.

Square Fairfellonawell-at t ended fun filled sunny day i
ket has not been so lucky. Wedve got to kee
mar ket a break. Week after soggy week, the

the work to make sure that our families have access to fresh fruits and vegetables. All
total hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent in studies and reports identi-
fying the problems associated with extreme poverty. Living in food deserts is one of
those problems. Our friends at the market are doing more than talking about that
problem. They are our Healthy Heroes.

Women in the 19th Ward stood up this summer
this event, fifty or more women of all ages, races, religions and political stripes came

together with their daughters in tow to mingle with each other. There were all types

of conversations some of them nice and polite, others were more politically charged,
nonetheless, the Soiree proved to be an example for how women should engage

each other. I did not hear one women addres
hear from some of the front yards on our neighborhood streets. These 19th Ward

women proved that our girls dond6ét have to b
They are role models for our children day i
away from burdens that come with that.

The sun also shone for our first Porch Fest. Musicians came from all around to com-

mandeer the porches and sidewalks of neighbors and spread their joyful noise. Less

than one month later, we would all kneel on those streets and porches to pray for re-

lief from grief and tragedy. While some stand outside of our neighborhood pointing

fingers, espousing how good things used to be, we stand strong. We are fighters,

heroes who will continue to stay and fight for an American Dream. A dream that in-

cludes not piling the most broken among us behind in a neighborhood and leaving

them to fend for themselves. WebOve got a |o
heads bloodied but unbowed. God Bless!

Diane Watkins
President
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Porch Fest 2015

Thanks to all the participants who made Porch Fest 2015
such a wonderful event. Walking and biking around the
neighborhood and hearing music coming from so many
porches was a very special treat. Anyone we asked said
they hope we repeat it next year. 23 porches and
approximately 70 artists and musicians participated. An
estimated 180 people traveled through the neighborhood
enjoying the music and art. Young people made shakers,
paper dolls, and participated in a drum circle. There was
chamber music, big band sound, celtic, junk jam, acoustic,
classical guitar, spiritual, and more. Sooo wonderful!

Thurston Village Revitalization

The Thurston Village Revitalization Project celebrated
completion with a ribbon cutting on Friday, July 31. Sector
4 CDC is proud to have been the driver in community
engagement for this exciting project. We consider it an
outstanding example of community collaboration with
multiple City departments to transform a community
commercial district. The Thurston Village Revitalization
needed the contributions of several City departments as you will see in the attached planning documents.
In particular we are most grateful for:
1. NSC for code enforcement, ongoing access to City resources and support
2. RPD for CPOOSs, camer as, detail s, foot patrols and s
3. N&BD for $200,000 in Thurston Road fagade grants, plus business assistance and business association

grants.
4. DES for the awesome $1,800,000 Streetscape Project

Itds noteworthy too that this effort transcended 3 m
ers, with each new mayor and new commissioner pushing the project forward toward its completion.
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