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2017 Officers  
Harlan Ost, President 

Chris Buitrago, 1st Vice President 

Anthony Grissett, 2nd Vice President 

Sheila Driscoll, Secretary 

Deb Wight, Treasurer 

Diane Watkins, Past President 

Presidents Message –October 

Hi Everyone, It’s hard to believe that October is here. The days are getting shorter, autumn 

with its splendor of red,   gold and orange leaves is just around the corner.  The house tour is 

just a few weeks away .Plenty of time to decorate and get ready for Halloween parties. 

Fall is also a time when we have to get ready for winter. Putting plants away and raking 

leaves.  Lately, people have been asking me about what they can and cannot put on the 

curb. So let me refresh you on what refuse you can or cannot put out and when. 

Bulk Refuse  

 Put refuse green container at the curb BY 6:30 am day of collec-

tion.  Green totes can be put out the night before collection. 

Removed from curb the day of collection. 

 Item such as household furniture, mattresses, large appliances, 

wood, tree branches must be placed between sidewalk and 

curb by 6:30 am. These items must be away from trees, sign 

poles, and totes. Must be accessible to the boom truck.  Must 

not block the right of way of vehicles and pedestrians or may be 

subject to a fine. 

 No TVs or computers can be put to the curb, Items must be 

taken to the environmental services. 

Never Dump Illegally 

 Dumping refuse or waste on any public /private property or 

right- of –way, Placing refuse in front of any premises 

where it was not generated or putting household or busi-

ness refuse in public litter receptacles is ILLEGAL. Report all 

illegal dumping; you may be eligible for a reward.  

       Put newspapers, magazines, corrugated cardboard 

(flatten and cut down To a manageable size) inside your 

recycle blue tote and place at curb side by 6 :30 AM every 

other week on your regular collection day.  DO NOT PUT 

RECYCLABLES IN PLASTIC BAGS 

             Tires   placed at curb must be generated from the property                

 being serviced and will be picked up on collection day by  a         

 separate truck 

 Household Hazardous Waste   disposal for items such as 

paint. Auto fluids, cooking oil, pesticides, household clean-

ers, chemical call Monroe county  753- 7600 for detailed 

information 

 

QUESTIONS CALL 311    www.cityofrochester.gov/services                               

Recycle Bin 
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A Short History of 19WCA House Tour, the Early Years  

 

This year’s 19WCA House Tour will be our 38th, which is an incredible neighborhood legacy. If your home 

has not been on House Tour, and you think it should be—or if you would like to become part of this history 

by co-chairing the next tour—contact the office! Put this year’s October 14th House Tour on your calendar. 

 

This article takes us all on a trip back through the early history of the 19WCA House Tour. These details 

were found in the 19th Ward Community Association papers that are archived at the Rare Books and Special 

Collections room at the University of Rochester. 

 

The first 19WCA House Tour took place on the afternoon of Sunday, May 23, 1971, originating from Em-

manuel Lutheran Church, 174 Thurston Road. It was guided by neighborhood residents. The theme was 

“Variety is . . . 19th Ward Homes.” Approximately 100 people toured the homes. 

 

Babysitting (35 cents per family) and refreshments were added for the next years’s tour, conducted on Sun-

day, Oct 8, 1972. The theme was “A Neighborhood for All Reasons.” Between 100 and 150 people took the 

tour. 

 

There were several tours in 1973, each including five 19th Ward residences. Co-chairs that year were Sharon 

Stear and JoAnn DeMott. The theme was “Castles in Castletown,” which was “taken from an old name for 

part of the 19th Ward and from the idea of one’s home as one’s castle.” 

 

Tours were guided until 1977. In that year, the ticket booklet was introduced. Efforts were made to reach 

people outside the Ward by selling tickets at several locations around the city. In 1980, tour booklets were 

sold at Wilson’s Grocery (corner of Arnett and Woodbine), Parkleigh Pharmacy, and Phelps Glass Studio. 

Those who tracked attendance reported this breakdown: 40% 19th Ward, 30% city, 18% suburban, 12% out-

of-town. 

 

1980 was the first year that a church building—Westminster Presbyterian, 330 Wellington)— 

was included on the tour. 

 

Ticket prices began at $1 per person in 1971. Forty-six years later (2017) the price is $12 in advance, $14 the 

day of the tour. 

 

The 1972 committee report noted that “the workload of phoning and typing was burdensome.” Today, the 

House Tour committee still shoulders a workload. And the income after expenses (see chart) is nothing to 

write home about. According to one note found in the archive: “The House Tour was originally intended as a 

PR program. But after a deficit of $200 in 1976, we were trying to raise money also.” 
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So, why do we do it? We are believers in this reflection from Abraham Lincoln, which was printed in the 

1980 House Tour booklet: “I like to see a man proud of the place in which he lives, and live in it so that his 

place will be proud of him.” We do it to share our pride of neighborhood with the entire city. Elizabeth 

Brown, who worked on public relations for House Tour in the early years, said something that is still true 

today: “The homes on the tour will not all be palatial in size, but all will show how a house can be a fa-

mily’s own very individual retreat from the world.” 

 

The chart below  gives us an idea of ticket sales and income from the early years: 

    P R E - S A L E    | D A Y   O F   T O U R     | T O T A L  S A L E S 

  Price       # Sold    | Price  # Sold      | # Sold  Income  

                   |         |                          (before expenses) 

1971        | $1        |  ~100     ~$100 

1973        | $1.25 (2 for $2)      |   ~150     ~$150 

1977  $2.50  160     | $3   30      |      190         $490 

1978  $3       | $3.50        | 

1979  $3      | $3.50        | 

1980  $3      | $3.50        | 

1986   $5  329    |         |     329        $1,645 

1987  $5  245     | $6   62       |        307        $1,597 

1992  $6       | $7         |       196           ~$1,300 

 

A future article will update you on the continued history of House Tour, through the present day.  

Mary Daniel Cooper 

Chair, History & Archive Committee 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“This is a drawing from the 1980 Tour booklet. 405 Wellington will be on the tour again this year.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Department of Rare Books, Special Collections and Preservation, 

University of Rochester River Campus Libraries 

Drawing by Margo Wixsom 
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Delegates’ Council Meeting, Sept. 14, 2017   

Harlan Ost, President, chaired the meeting 

--Arnett Library will be offering TASC tutoring (aka GED).   

--Delegates heard a presentation re Force Science Training, a training delivered nationally for police of-

ficers, which the Locust Club is bringing to Rochester.  Guest speakers were Michael Mazzeo from Lo-

cust Club and Ted Forsyth from Police Accountability Board Organizing Committee.  City Council had 

originally approved paying for some officers to attend; but withdrew that plan when complaints were 

raised about the training.  Michael said that Locust Club believes City moved too quickly in requiring of-

ficers to wear cameras, and in deciding on which cameras to use.  Michael said that the Force Science 

training demonstrates how best to investigate an officer’s use of force and helps ensure that officers re-

ceive due process. Ted Forsyth said that the focus of the Police Accountability Board Organizing Com-

mittee remains on having the City adopt a new police accountability process.  City has asked the Center 

for Governmental Research to do a report.  Ted stated that Force Science training is controversial be-

cause persons associated with it consistently testify for the officers who are charged with abuse.  Ted 

said that his group has had positive discussions with RPD and that everyone has the same goal…a pro-

fessional police force.   

--Our Summer Events were a great success.  Thanks to all who helped out and who attended 

Square Fair, Rapids Cemetery clean-up days, back yard picnic in June with WROC, Garden Party at 

Revenwood garden, and the PlayRocs event on Genesee Street.   

--Citizen Merchant Dinner of the Year will be held on Oct. 28. 

--Volunteers are needed for the House Tour on Oct. 14.   

--Volunteers are needed for the 19th WCA annual convention on Nov 17, at Danforth. Donations are 

needed for the auction.  Persons interested in serving as an officer in 2018 should contact Don Hanks or 

Diane Watson. 

--A discussion re Bulls Head Redevelopment Plans took place on July 27, at 6pm, at St. Mary’s 

Hospital building, with 102 people attending. This will be followed by other public meetings, at which resi-

dents, property owners, area businesses and community organizations can voice their ideas and con-

cerns about proposed redevelopment.  One priority that has been expressed is to preserve the church 

building at Chili and West Avenues.  

--Two years of work has transformed Rapids Cemetery.  Volunteers, including UR students and Eagle 

Scouts, have been working on Sundays to uncover head stones, and to remove brush and litter.  RIT will 

help to develop a cell phone tour.  Plan is to involve School 20 students.   

--Our Street Managers have supported 14 new businesses that have opened in recent months.  

--Wilson Magnet HS students are putting in a community garden behind the school.   

--Check out the new banners coming to Arnett Boulevard. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Visit www.cityofrochester.gov/riverromance for a calendar of activities during River Ro-

mance Weekend, October 6-8, including a tour through our own Rapids Cemetery on10/8  
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You are cordially invited to  

the 19th Ward Community Association’s 

Citizen & Merchant of the Year Dinner 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 

Rochester Regional Health at Unity St. Mary’s Campus 

 89 Genesee Street 

Reception at 5:30, Dinner at 6:30 

Fun to follow dinner 

Come and celebrate the contributions of these committed neighbors 

          Citizen of the Year                      Carol Kramer                                                                 

    Merchant of the Year                     Janet Elliott, Key Bank 

                               Hall of Fame                               Keith and Mercelle Jackson 

                            Special Recognition          Cheryl Goggins, USPS, Thurston Rd  

RSVP by Monday, October 16 

$ 18.00 per person, advance purchase advised. Credit cards accepted 

Send payment & names to the 19th WCA, 216 Thurston Rd, Rochester, NY 14619, 328-6571  

Reception only tickets at $5.00 each 

Free parking and hallway entrance in the garage 
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GIVE THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING  

For the 19
th
 Ward Auction this year we are suggesting that you admit your talent, and share it.  

Teach a friend how to preserve fruits or vegetables or how to make jam.  Wash someone’s      

windows, drive someone to the airport, plant a garden, give a dance lesson, put a value on 

someone’s antique possession, give legal advice, direct a Pilates class, offer a get-away to your 

cabin, cook a dinner, play a musical instrument, give architectural advice, teach fall prevention, 

cook breakfast or dinner, deliver flowers, send greeting cards, groom a pet, repair a window, 

teach an art class, instruct someone on how to use an iphone or tablet, give decorator tips,       

improve someone’s golf swing – we know you have more ideas.  The list goes on and on…. What 

is your talent?  Are you willing to share it?    Call the office, 328-6571, and we will happily accept 

your talent, and share it at our auction.  The highest bidder will benefit from your talent, and the 

19
th
 Ward Community Association will benefit from the amount the bidder pays for your talent.  

People will get together throughout the year to share talents, tell stories, and continue to keep our 

community strong.   Call today.  The 19th Ward’s Got Talent! 

Auction/Convention 

Put the date on the calendar now – the auction, described above, will take place during our  Annual 

Convention on Friday, November 17.  The Convention is our annual business meeting.  We vote for 

new Officers, pass (hopefully) the 2018 budget, enjoy a light supper together, and have some fun.  

The Convention will be held at Danforth Community Center this year.   

Our Speaker this year is  Iman Abid 

“Iman Abid wants to change public perception of Muslims.  As a young female Arab American, I am 

faced with many barriers and challenges I must overcome every day.  Abid, 23, earned her Political 

Science Degree at RIT, and is determined to expand her role in public policy.  She hopes to one 

day become a foreign service officer, and ultimately serve as an Ambassador.” Excerpt taken from 

an article that appeared in the D&C , Nov 2015.  

Abid presently heads up the New York Civil Liberties Union, Genesee Valley Chapter. 

Watch for more details in the November Update. 

Yes—You still have time to add your name to the slate of nominees running for Office.     

Call the Office (or an Officer) by Thursday, October 12. 

  

The Westside Farmers Market is wrapping up the season on Tuesday, October 10.  We have had 

a great year.  You asked for more vendors and more variety; we heard you and successfully grew 

the market in 2017.  Please stop by on the 10
th
 to say goodbye til next year.  We want our farmers 

to have a great last night so that they will remember the happy occasion and want to return in 

2018. 
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The Arnett Art Project—a work in progress    Almost done—Elementary students will complete 

 

Look what we found in the river                                                            

 

 

Have you seen the amazing mural on the  

outside walls of the Arnett Branch Library? 
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OCTOBER 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
1:00 Rochester People’s 

Climate Coalition  at St. 

Monica 

2  
 

3  
5:30  Local Foods 

Dinner at the 

Westside Farmers 

Market  

 

7:00 Schools Com-

mittee at 216 

Thurston 

4  
8:30 AM  Thurston 

Arnett Brooks Mer-

chants at RPH 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
River Romance 

Weekend 

8  
River Romance Week-

end- Rapids Cemetery 

to be part of the tour  

(12-4) 

 

9  
 

10  
7:00 Distirct 9 meetiat 

15 Superior Terr 

 

4-7 last  night for 

Westside Farmers 

Market 

11  
8:00 AM  Genesee 

Merchants at NSC 

 

7:00 PM PCIC at 

Staybridge 

12  
7:00 PM Delegates 

Council at Arnett 

Library 

 

Everyone – clean up 

throughout the 19th 

13  
 

 

 

Everyone – clean up 

throughout the 19th 

 

 

14  
House Tour 

11:00 talk at School 

10 

12:00 houses open 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
8:00 AM Chili Mer-

chants at Livies 

19  
1:00 PM Housing 

Committee at NSC 

 

7:00PM Distirict 16 

meet at 216 Thurston 

20  
7:30 PM District 19 at 

89 Woodbine 

21  
9:45 AM History & 

Archives at Brue 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
6:30 PM 19WCA Public 

Safety Committee at 

RPH 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

10:00 AM District 1 

meet at Brue 
5:30 PM Citizen 

Merchant of the Year 

at 89 Genesee 

29  
 

30  
 

31  

 

Coming in 

November:  

Annual Con-

vention on 

Friday Nov 17  
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 
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