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Deb Wight, Treasurer 

Diane Watkins, Past President 

President Message April 2018 

Greetings Everyone!!  We are all anxious to come out of hibernation after old man winter 

decided to pound us with lots of snow in March.  April is the month we come alive and plan 

for the rest of the year. If one thinks about it April seems to be the darkest or deadliest of 

months. Did you know that in April the Civil War and the American Revolution started?  M.L. 

King, Jr. and Lincoln were both assassinated. Kurt Cobain killed himself. The Titanic sank and 

Chernobyl happened. The San Francisco Earthquake was in April. Columbine and Waco and 

the Oklahoma City bombing took place. Virginia Tech killing happened in April. Hitler was 

born and for some it’s Tax Day. I prefer to think of the good positive things that happen in 

April. We have to get passed April Fool’s jokes and great things begin to happen. Lots of na-

tional things this month. It’s the National Humor month- so laugh often and loud. It’s Nation-

al Garden Month – start some seeds indoor with your kids and watch them grow. National 

Volunteer week is April 15-22 this year. So find a way to volunteer to better the life of a 

neighbor that week. Get your ball caps out and dusted off as its MLB Opening Day (US Base-

ball) first Sunday of the month. Boston Marathon happens on the third Monday (it is a good 

time to start walking outside so you will be ready to enter the marathon next year).  

This month we start to clean up the lawn from the debris left during the Fall. We think about 

cleaning out the basement and garage to be ready for spring and summer fun. It also a great 

time to pick up papers etc. from your street or organize a cleanup at some neighborhood 

corner. It’s a time when we should look to see if there is someone in our neighborhood who 

could use an extra hand to spruce up their house and lift their spirits. It does not take much. 

An hour here and there can work wonders. Maybe a small group could spend some time 

helping the elderly or someone who has physical limitations. Doing so will bring you a new 

friend and enrich our neighborhood and your life. Yes even the area around the 19th Ward 

Community Association office can use a little help. So I ask you to see where you can give a 

gift of time. I know everyone is busy but that is an easy excuse. Put the phone down and 

move away from Facebook and you will discover more hours then you ever thought. Let us 

show the rest of Rochester what a neighborhood can really look like. 

It is also National Poetry Month. So I leave you with a poem. 

He took a few cups of love     

He took a few cups of love. 

He took one tablespoon of patience, 

One teaspoon of generosity, 

One pint of Kindness. 

 One pinch of concern. 

And then, he mixed willingness with happiness. 

He added lots of faith, 

And he stirred it up well. 

Then he spread it over a span of a lifetime, 

And he served it to each and every deserving person he met. 

 

by Muhammad Ali 
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                  ZOLA BROWN 

Zola Brown Leader, Organizer, and Activist for Social 

and Economic Justice, is currently Second Vice-

President on the 19th Ward Community Association 

board of directors. Her tireless efforts to work for her 

community include Chairperson of the Square Fair 

Parade, the Square Fair Planning Committee and she 

chairs the annual Martin Luther King Celebration each 

January. 

Zola’s commitment to her community, her city, and 

state includes participating as an Executive Board 

Member and V.P. of the 1199SEIU United Health 

Workers East, Executive V.P. of the Rochester chapter 

of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, Executive 

V.P. of the Rochester Chapter of the Black Trade Un-

ionists (CBTU), CBTU Region One Women’s Committee 

Chair and National Vice Chair & advisor to the Puerto 

Rican Parade Executive Board. As founder of the politi-

cal activist group Sisters for Obama, this organization 

helped win local and national campaigns. Zola as an 

organizer participated in the Rochester Labor Day Pa-

rade, Clarissa St. Reunion, and the Caribbean Parade. 

Zola Brown’s public commitments have earned her many honors. These include the 2012 Coalition of Black Trade Unionists Honor 

of Distinction, 2012 Women of Purpose Award, 2013 WDKX Women to Women Award, 2013 Workforce Development Women’s 

Award, 2015 Mayor Lovely Warren proclaimed April 18th as Zola Brown Day in Rochester, and the Lena Grant Outstanding Commu-

nity Award from ABC (Action For A Better Community). 

Zola is also a poet. Her work has been published in “The Power of Purple: SEIU’s Poetry Jam” collection. 

Professionally Zola now heads the field operation of the 1199 SEIU National Benefit Fund. She also manages the union’s Earned 

Income Tax Program in conjunction with the Creating Assets Savings & Hope (CASH) coalition led by the Empire Justice Center & the 

United Way. 
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                    Mark your Calendar 

                    Saturday, June 2 

                    Square Fair 

 

 
In Aberdeen Square 

between Post and Woodbine, 

across from John Walton Spencer School 16 
 

 

PANCAKES 

PARADE 

HOT DOGS 

LEMONADE 

COTTON CANDY 

GAMES 

ACTIVITIES 

LIVE MUSIC 
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The “Second and Fourth Sundays" of volunteerism at Rapids Cemetery will begin April 8th. Drop in any time from 
12:30pm until 3:30pm. Visit the meditation garden and see how your donated hostas and ferns survived the win-
ter! See if the bulbs you planted last fall along the fences are starting to push through the ground. 
 
We are looking for donations of bleeding hearts and other perennials. Also heritage rose bushes. Call the office if 
you have something to donate. 
 
The north border of the cemetery will be our area of concentration for April and May, as work will proceed best 
there before the greenery takes over. In addition, the ground is soft in April and May so we will be probing—
hoping to discover more buried gravestone. 
 
Put Earth Day (April 22nd) on your calendar. We need neighbors there that day to join us working side by side 
with college students.  
 
Or, if your interest is in the areas of history and genealogy, we continue to pursue that research, and more and 
more details of the lives of those buried at Rapids Cemetery are emerging. Contact jecurran@rochester.rr.com if 
you want to be part of that effort. 
 

Rapids Cemetery  

mailto:jecurran@rochester.rr.com
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1. Garden Workshops: Get excited about gardening!  The City of Rochester has teamed up with Master Gardeners from Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Monroe County to provide several exciting garden talks.  Talks will take place weekday evenings, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at the De-

partment of Recreation Offices at 400 Dewey Avenue (plenty of public parking available in parking lot.)  

  
 Thursday, April 12th. Tough As Nail Plants for Your Garden. Learn about the best perennials and annuals to survive difficult environ-

mental conditions.  

 

 Tuesday, May 1st. Butterflies, Bees and Other Beneficials: Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden. Learn how to select perennials that at-

tract pollinators, provide food sources for birds and support butterflies.   

 

 Thursday, May 31st.  Groceries from the Garden: Starting an Edible Garden in Your Yard . Learn tips and techniques for growing fresh, 

delicious produce in your backyard!  

  

2. Rain Gardens 101 Workshops: This free workshop will discuss the impor tance of rain gardens, and how you can construct a beautiful 

rain garden in your yard or community garden. Rain gardens improve storm water management and provide habitat for pollinators and birds. 

This workshop will cover garden design, plant selection, maintenance, and other related topics. Workshops are open to City of Rochester resi-

dence interested in learning how to design, install and maintain a rain garden in their yard. Registration is required.  Space is limited to 10 

participants/workshop. Registration: 585-820-8860. 

 Thursday, April 19. 6-7:30 p.m.  Depar tment of Recreation Offices, 400 Dewey Avenue. Registr ation requir ed by Monday, Apr il 16 

 Thursday, April 26.  6-7:30 p.m.  Depar tment of Recreation Offices, 400 Dewey Avenue. Registration required by Monday, Apr il 23. 

3. Flower City Days at the Rochester Public Market: 

Sundays, May 6, 13, 20, May 27 & June 3: 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Also 

extra events over Memorial Day Weekend (Fri., May 25 and Mon., May 28) 

  

4. The 3rd Annual Urban Agriculture Working Group Garden Conference. Saturday, May 19th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Join gardeners 

from around the City of Rochester for a day of hands-on workshops, demonstrations, tours, seed swaps and more. All groups, individuals and 

skill levels welcome. Mark your calendar- more details about location, registration and workshops coming soon!  Check out the Urban Agri-

culture Working Group on Facebook to learn more!  

  

5. Saturday Rose Workshops at Maplewood Rose Garden, 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Greater  Rochester  Rose Society members will provide exper t advice on roses and hands-on demonstrations. Meet by 

the fountain at the Maplewood Rose Garden, corner of Lake Ave. and Driving Park Ave. Free admission and no prior registration. Workshop 

dates/topics: May 5: Rose Pruning & October 6: Winterizing Roses. 

  
6. 28th Annual Maplewood Rose Celebration: Horticulture, History and Heritage of the Maplewood Neighborhood . Saturday, June 9th 

from 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. For a detailed schedule:  www.cityofrochester.gov/maplewoodrosefest 

  

7. Flower City Park Stewardship Opportunities. Rochester  has more than  3,500 acres of nationally recognized parks where community 

members can explore, play, enjoy entertainment and seek solace amongst natural beauty. The City of Rochester’s Department of Recreation 

and Youth Services is partnering with the Seneca Park Zoo Society to sponsor a series of ‘park clean-up events’ along the Genesee Riverway 

Trail. All volunteer events take place on Saturdays from 9 a.m. until 

12’noon.  Tools, gloves and snacks will be provided. Please dress for the weather and bring water to stay hydrated. Get outside, get active and 

get involved in making Rochester a greener, cleaner City!  

 April 21. Turning Point Park. Meet in the Turning Point Park parking lot at 260 Boxar t Street, off of Lake Avenue.  

 May 5. Seth Green Park.  Meet in the parking area at Seth Green Park at the intersection of St. Paul Blvd. and Norton Street.   

 June 2. Maplewood Rose Garden/Lower Falls Park.  Meet at the Maplewood Rose Garden parking lot at the corner of Driving Park and 

Lake Avenue.  

 July 7. Genesee Valley Park. Meet at the Genesee Waterways Center  parking lot at 149 Elmwood Avenue.  

 August 11. Seneca Park. Meet at Wegmans Lodge parking lot in Seneca Park (enter  the park at 2222 St. Paul Street, follow the one 

way park road to Wegmans Lodge).  

 September 15. Durand Eastman Beach. Meet at Durand Eastman Beach Parking Lot A (1342 Lake Shore Blvd.).   

City Gardening Programs 

http://www.cityofrochester.gov/maplewoodrosefest


 April 2018 7 

 



8 April 2018 

 

19
th

 Ward Spelling Bee Holds  

Annual Competition on April 21 

The Eighth Annual 19
th
 Ward Spelling Bee, a competition involving students from Rochester schools 10, 16, 19, 29, and 

44, will be held Saturday, April 21 in Hoyt Hall at  

the University of Rochester.   

The Spelling Bee is free and open to the public. 

The event is a partnership of the city of Rochester’s 19th Ward Community Association, Rochester Area Community 

Foundation, the University of Rochester Admissions Office, Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, the Rochester City School Dis-

trict, and the Arnett Branch Library. Students in grades 3 to 8 are encouraged to participate. The Spelling Bee will start at 

1 p.m. and end at about 3 p.m. 

The winners in each grade level are awarded a trophy, and a $500 scholarship to be awarded when the student goes to 

college. A fund established at the Community Foundation supports the scholarships. This year, two winners from the first 

and second spelling bees graduated in the Spring and are in post-secondary education.  Two more winners from the 

second and third spelling bees are on track to graduate this Spring. 

The Spelling Bee was initiated by the neighborhood association, led at the time by President J.B. Afoh-Manin, along with 

Robin Carter-McFadden, Ken Maher, and Nick Robinson to recognize academic achievement in the neighborhood 

schools. Currently, the event is organized by the association’s Schools Committee, chaired by John Laing.  

Members of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity have taken a leadership role in hosting the Spelling Bee finalists by provid-

ing a tour of the UR campus and lunch, and conducting the competition. Practice sessions for participating students have 

been held since January at the Arnett Library and run by members of the fraternity and residents of the 19th Ward. The 

Rochester City School District provides transportation for the finalists to the event. 

This program has grown from two schools in 2011 — John Walton Spencer School No. 16 and Lincoln Park School No. 

44 — to five schools. 

Contributions to support the Greater Rochester Spelling Bee Fund are welcome and can be done online at www.racf.org/

Spelling or by mailing checks addressed to Rochester Area Community Foundation, with Spelling Bee Fund in the Memo 

line, to the Community Foundation, 500 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607.  

Copy this link into your browser for location on campus https://www.google.com/maps/@43.1274207,-77.6316886,17z 

Real2Reel My Struggle My Progress  

Youth arts and video event, Wed. April 4, 12:30 pm                                                       

MCC downtown campus, Room High Falls A and B. 

12:30 to 2:00---lunch for youth, remarks from Admission Office staff 

and tour of MCC building.   

Youth and chaperones welcome. 

 

2:00 to 3:00---Real2Reel My Struggle My Progress youth arts 

and video event showcase.  Youth and adults welcome.   

https://www.google.com/maps/@43.1274207,-77.6316886,17z
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Delegates’ Council Meeting, March 8, 2018  
Harlan Ost, President, chaired the meeting 

 Arnett Library schedules multiple programs for kids, teens and adults:  For ages 12 and under, an arts and 

crafts program meets every Tuesday at 4:30.  On Sat. April 7, at noon, New Life Fellowship Gospel Choir will per-

form as part of the Arnett Library Music Series. The Ar-Knit & Crochet Club will meet the 2
nd

 and fourth Thursdays of 

each month at 5:30pm. 

 Announcements: Real2Reel Youth Film and Arts event with Shawn Dunwoody asks young people to personalize 

Douglass’ words, and reflect on “My Struggle, My Progress”.  Free event: Wed. April 4, 12:30pm, at MCC Downtown 

Campus. 

 Treasurer’s Report from Deb Wight: As of Feb. 28, 2018, we have in restricted funds $14,872 and in available 

funds $19,617. 

 Mike Kllc described the new Listening Post project at Wilson HS.  A room has been set aside for students 

and adult volunteers to gather at lunch time and talk informally about any topics.  Mike has spoken with students 

about the history of the 19
th
 Ward and he distributes copies of the U.S. Constitution.  The program is expected to 

continue next year. 

 Taste of the Islands: A tasting event is planned for 7pm, Friday, March 23, at Brue Coffee to showcase local 

Caribbean restaurants.  Tickets available at the office or at the event. 

 Join us for the Palm Sunday breakfast, March 25 at 8am at Rochester Presbyterian.  Our speaker is Dana 

Miller and proceeds will benefit SWEM.  

 The 19
th

 Ward Spelling Bee will be held Sat. April 21, at 1pm at Hoyt Hall, Univ. of Rochester. 

 Rochester City-wide Tenants’ Association presentation:  Ryan Acuff, Mary Brown and John Lindsey dis-

cussed the health and safety violations at 447 Thurston Road, a multi-family apartment building.  These violations 

have included rodents, sewage, and doors without locks and have been well-documented in the press.  The landlord 

has neglected to make necessary repairs, and the tenants have organized and called a press conference. The ten-

ants have also started a rent strike, with legal help, as of March 1, 2018.  The owner of the property is Thurston 

Road LLC, Peter Hungerford.  Unfortunately, many tenants in Rochester face similar problems and there are few 

practical avenues to force landlords to make essential repairs.  In response, the Delegates’ Council adopted a mo-

tion in support of a City-wide Housing Court, good cause eviction protection and rent stabilization. See article in this 

newsletter for more information. 

 The City is initiating Rochester 2034, a long term plan that will deal with land use regulation, development, future 

investment, and the allocation of critical resources.  All residents are encouraged to answer the survey on the City’s 

web site.  The City is also seeking public input for its plans to improve the river front; see a second survey on that 

topic on the City’s web site.   

 The Delegates Council is recruiting new leadership for the Public Safety Committee, which  does not have a chair, 

At the April Delegates' Council, Thursday, April 12, 7:00 PM, at Arnett Library - James Demps, the new Director of the Neighbor-
hood Service Center, (formerly known as the NET Office),  will be our guest speaker.  All our welcome to attend.   
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Officer Succession 

It’s not too early to think about running for a 19WCA office  

There are only 3 more Delegates’ Council meetings before summer break.   When we gather 

again in September we will be reporting on the new list of potential nominees running for a posi-

tion on the Board for 2019.  Positions included on the Board that will be voted on are President, 

1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer.   Some will be open positions. All posi-

tions can be contested.  Call the Office, 328-6571, if you would be interested in more information 

or would like to recommend someone for a position.  A question is not a commitment. 

We also have – RIGHT NOW – a number of Districts that do not have representation at the Dele-

gates’ Council monthly meetings.  Please call the office if you would be interested in learning 

more about this position, or would like to recommend someone.  See the map on the last page to determine the district you live 

in.  We are looking for Delegates to serve Districts 2, 3, 4, 5, and 18.  Once again, a phone call for information does not commit 

you to anything. 

19th  Ward Community Association supports 

Tenants at 447 Thurston Road 

Two tenants from 447 Thurston Road, Mary Brown and John Lindsey, attended the 

Delegates Council meeting on March 8 to explain why their tenants’ association has 

circulated a petition, called a press conference and organized a rent strike as of 

March 1.  Ms. Brown and Mr. Lindsey described multiple code violations that 

threaten the health and safety of those living in the building….violations including 

leaking sewage, electrical problems, falling ceilings, rodents and exterior doors 

without locks.  The tenants reported that the conditions got worse when a new 

owner (Thurston Road LLC, and “Manager” Peter Hungerford) purchased the build-

ing in 2016.   

Ryan Acuff from the City-Wide Tenant Union of Rochester also spoke at the Dele-

gates’ Council meeting.  He noted that 60% of residents in Rochester are tenants, and they currently have no practical way of en-

forcing their right to safe and sanitary housing conditions.  The City-Wide Tenant Association is calling for the establishment of a 

Housing Court, as part of the Rochester City Court.  If a landlord is unwilling or unable to make required repairs, the tenants could 

petition the Housing Court for the appointment of a receiver, who would collect the rents and make repairs.  Assemblyman Bron-

son and Senator Robach have introduced bills to create a Rochester Housing Court; see bills A 09783 and S 07809. 

The City-Wide Tenant Union is also calling for good cause eviction protection; most tenants in Rochester currently rent on a month 

to month basis, and can be given a 30 day notice to vacate at any time and for any reason.  A tenant who makes complaints about 

conditions risks being told to move.  Finally, the group is advocating for the extension of Rent Stabilization so that communities 

upstate can decide to regulate rent increases.  Rent stabilization regulations downstate cover certain buildings with six or more 

units.  

The Delegates Council noted that banks that make mortgages to potential landlords for over-priced buildings are part of the prob-

lem.  The Delegates Council voted to support NY legislation that would establish a Rochester Housing Court, that would provide 

good cause eviction protections and that would authorize local communities to enact rent stabilization protections.   
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  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  

2 
  

3 
4:00 National Night Out 
planning meeting, Carl-
son Commons 
7:00 Schools Committee 
Meeting, 216 Thurston 

4 
8:30 AM Thurston 
Brooks Arnett Merchants 
at RPH 

 

12:30 PM Real to Reel  
MCC downtown campus 

5 
  

6 
OFFICE CLOSED 

7 
10:00-11:00 Spelling 
Bee Practice at Arnett 
Library 

8 
12:30-3:30 work in 
Rapids Cemetery, Con-
gress Ave 

9 
  

10 
  

11 
8:00 AM Genesee Mer-
chants at NSC 
  
7:00 PM PCIC at 
Staybridge 

12 
7:00 PM Delegates’ 
Council meeting at 
Arnett Library 
  

13 
  

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
8:00 AM Chili Ave Mer-
chants at Livie’s 

19 
1:00 PM Housing Com-
mittee at NSC 

20 
  

21 
9:45 AM History & Ar-
chives meeting at Brue 
  
1:00 PM SPELLING 
BEE at Hoyt Hall, UR 
River Campus 

22 
EARTH DAY 
12:30 – 3:30  work in 
Rapids Cemetery, Con-
gress Ave 

23 
  

24 
  

25 
7:00 PM Square Fair 
planning meeting at 216 
Thurston 

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 
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19th Ward Community Association 

216 Thurston Road 

Rochester, New York   14619 


