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Deb Wight, Treasurer 
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President Message June 2018 

 

Summer is here and we are planning our many events be it weddings, vacations, camping, 

swimming, boating, hiking, staycations or a host of other things. It a time when we are busy 

and usually around more people. We should think more about safety for our loved ones and 

ourselves.  I want to tell you about what can happen when we think we are all set to enjoy 

these summer activities. This is a real life story but I will give you just the gist of the story to 

show you the importance of being prepared any time of year. 

It was early in the year when the weather was nice; a person fell, not sure if they were hit by a 

car.  The story becomes a little vague but the person ended up in the hospital. The person was 

seriously injured and on life support for a while but pulled through, still unable to understand 

what had happened. The person did not have living relatives or a power of attorney, or a 

health care proxy.  The neighbors got the pets placed for care from willing neighbors. These 

neighbors can’t help to make important decisions like paying the RG&E bill, phone, cable, tax-

es, mortgage, or a host of other decisions; they can’t help with what the person wants done 

medically.  The hospital has the same issues of what they can and cannot do legally. A long 

recovery might mean that someone’s house could be sold because the court will make those 

decisions. So if they do recover they might be without a home to live in.  

We often think these things won’t happen to us or my loved ones but it can. One can get a 

power of attorney, health care proxy or even a will on line. Lawyers are not always needed. 

This is very important as I see what can happen a lot in my Ombudsman work.  It only takes a 

short time to fill these forms out and it could bring peace of mind as you start your summer 

fun. It is not a subject one wants to talk about but it can ease family members, siblings and 

spouses as to what they want done should such a problem present itself. 

We will soon be on our summer schedule. Delegates and alternate delegates this is a great 

time to be connecting with our neighbors. We have door hangers. It would be great if you 

could connect with people in your district, have a conversation, and have them hang door 

hangers, and invite neighbors to join the organization.  If we could hang just 50 hangers per 

district we might be able to add another 100+members to our organization.  

A couple months from now it will be time to elect new officers. It would be nice if we had at 

least 2 people for each office so we could have a real democratic election. The positions are 

president, 1st vice president, 2nd vice president, secretary and treasurer. The 19th ward has a 

vast group of diverse people with all sorts of great talent. So talk to your friends and neigh-

bors, or talk to us, and suggest people you feel would benefit the organization. You can send 

names of people who would be a good candidate to 19thward@19wca.org. Thanks. 

Just because we don’t have regular meetings during the summer months does not mean we 

stop working to improve our neighborhood. Please continue to engage neighbors and support 

our summer activities and watch for information from Jackie. 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!    See you in September. 
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                  Meet Diane Watkins our Past President 

Mrs. Watkins, as surely her students respectfully call Diane Watkins, has 

been a teacher in the Rochester City School District since 1991.  Diane 

brings to her teaching and her many volunteer positions a wealth of expe-

rience in professional and volunteer positions, using her A.S. in Liberal 

Arts, B.A. in  Social Science, M.A. in Liberal Studies,and completed 

EdD coursework in Teaching, Curriculum and Change. Currently Diane 

is the Advisor for the Class of 2020, the Debate, and the School Store. In 

the past she has also advised the Chess Club, Senior Class and ran Game 

Club. 

Diane served in the U.S. Army, eventually reaching the rank of PFC; she 

was promoted right out of basic training toPlatoon Guide in Basics, and 

barracks leader in Advanced Individual Training. In between and after 

Diane has worked on the WXXI radio show for the Homework Hotline, working with call ins. Children have 

also played an important role in Diane’s life working at the Charles Settlement House, in Rochester, the 

Oldemeyer Recreation Center in Erlangen, Youth Activities in Erlangen, Germany.  

Diane is an all-around action person, a leader and interested and involved in politics. She has made varsity 

cheerleading as a freshman, was captain of the team by sophomore year; Senior Ball Queen, Teen Council 

President, former RTA union rep, Metro Justice Leadership Council, delegate for former President Obama, and 

a former candidate for the Rochester City Council. 

In 1993 Diane and her husband EJ moved to the 19th Ward and raised their four children here. Diane loves the 

19th Ward.  She is close to work, the airport and many of her favorite food spots. True to form she committed 

herself to her community as past president of the 19th Ward Community Association and is still on the Board of 

Directors. This not being enough Diane’s energy and activism is also represented  in her involvement  in the 

AFT, NYSUT, NAACP, RTA, Metro Justice Council, Minority Reporter Editorial Board and former WPFL 

player. 

Diane is not only generous with her time, but also supports with donations toWorld Vision, United Way, 19th 

Ward Community Association, Salvation Army, Habitat for Humanity, Teen Empowerment, and The Carter 

Center in addition to others. 

Support our kids out there on the little 

league fields in Genesee Valley Park. 

Check out their schedule: 

GVlittleleague.org/schedule.html  

They need our support—we need their  energy 
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THE MARKET IS COMING! THE MARKET IS COMING! WE MUST GO TELL OUR FRIENDS! 

The Westside Farmers Market has already gotten off to a great start with our 2nd annual plant sale.  The sale started on Tuesday, 

May 22, and although the weather was overcast, shoppers came and found first quality plants for their gardens. 

The market officially opens on Tuesday, June 12, with a wide variety of produce.  Rainwater Farms will return with a larger varie-

ty of vegetables and herbs, delicious eggs, and some cut flowers.  Seedfolk City Farms will be returning with produce from their 

all new farms.  As they rebuild and grow the Seedfolk program their produce remains top quality.  They will also be bringing 

Smugtown Mushrooms, bread and other products from Small World. Fire Creek Farms will be bringing first quality meat and 

poultry choices – pork, beef, chicken - and maple syrup and produce.  GG Bakes will return with those wonderful baked goods 

that we line up to buy. Dolci Pastries and Confections will be offering those gluten free baked goods that we have come to love.  

Lagoner Farms will be at the market with a large selection of fruits and vegetables, and of course their ever-popular Embark Ci-

der. Potted Gold Nursery will be bringing her heirloom tomato plants and herb starter plants for our gardens.  Louis Kinsella of 

South Wedge Soap will be bringing those wonderful soaps and shampoos that we all like.  Samantha of Wholistic Herbals will be 

at the market with chapstick, salves, bug repellant and more.  River Farm, a partnership between Fred Hagen and Louis Kinsella 

will be new at the market this year, starting about August.  Asad, of A Taste of Supreme Bakery, will be bringing his now famous 

bean pies and more. As the season progresses, Duncan McKenzie will be bringing his famous corn and Don DeBrine will be bring-

ing tomatoes for canning and making sauce. 

Philomina of Cooking and Eating Healthy with Phil will return, offering tasteful options for both the vegetarian and the meat   

lover.  Over the years, we have come to love Philomina, her beautiful smile, and delicious dinners. 

Joining us this year on opening night will be Neno’s  Gourmet Mexican.  Neno’s is a favorite food truck offering tacos, tostadas 

and more Mexican choices (we are hoping they will continue to come to the market – their tacos are delicious!) 

R Community Bikes will return, repairing our bikes at no charge, and taking donations of bikes.   They volunteer their time at our 

market, and we love them; the Libraries will once again return, offering book giveaways, and borrowing.  Arnett branch and Phil-

lis Wheatley branch will be represented at the market; Smart Food NY will be offering nutrition advice and food sampling; we 

will continue our composting program.  Bring your full buckets, and we will take your compost for you.   

The summer music schedule at the market is almost full.  Opening up for us on June 12 will be Nate Rawls, Jr and the SWAN 

Band; the following week will be Matthew Corey, our market musician, before he hits the big time. 

The Talk and Walk with a Doc program is set for the summer.  Visit our website to see the thematic schedule.  NEW this year – 

the talks will be ASL interpreted.  Be sure to share this with your friends who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

We are lining up some great activities for the kids, and asking their advice about what they want to create while at the market 

tent. 

For 2018, we are joining those who care about our environment and reducing the amount of plastic at the market.  In our first 

attempt, we will be offering one free shopping bag to our customers while supplies last.  Please use that bag, and encourage the 

vendors to place their items in that bag.  Of course we do have other bags for purchase as well. 

MARK JUNE 12 ON YOUR CALENDAR, AND EVERY TUESDAY AFTER THAT  

 IT’S GOING TO BE A GREAT YEAR AT THE WESTSIDE FARMERS MARKET!!! 

Opening night –  

SWAN Band 

                              Neno’s Gourmet Mexican 

Fruits and vegies dancing at the entrance 

831 Genesee St, 4-7PM 
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Looking for great family activities this summer?  Check out the summer programs and 

events offered through WXXI.  Visit wxxi.org/events  
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Delegates’ Council Meeting, May 10, 2018   
Harlan Ost, President, chaired the meeting 

--Arnett Library, Ann Brown:  The library schedules multiple programs for kids, teens and adults:  For adults—

Job Fair on May 15, from 3 to 5 pm. TASC Tutoring every Monday from 12:30 to 2:30.  Please take and return the 

Rochester Public Library survey.  Phillis Wheatley library received an honorable mention in the Library of the 

Year contest. 

--Treasurer’s Report from Deb Wight: As of April 30, 2018, we have in restricted funds $13,552 and in available 

funds $10,286.  The contract from the City has been received for the Street Manager Program.  Tax returns have been 

completed and filed.   

--Adam McFadden, City Council Member, reported that drafting a City budget was challenging this year, in part 

due to high pension costs.  More financial support is needed from Albany.  Re Bull’s Head development, multiple com-

munity meetings will be held in the coming months.  Re the call for the creation of a Rochester Housing Court, Judge 

Teresa Johnson is not convinced.  Re the Police Accountability Board, City Council requested an independent opinion 

for the issue of disciplining officers.  That report will be made public.  An invitation was extended to Adam to attend Dele-

gate Council meetings on a quarterly basis.  

--Joe Baldino, Principal of School 29:  School 29 is working on an inclusion plan, to better integrate all its stu-

dents, some of whom have disabilities.  Fund raising efforts have begun to finance an accessible playground. Potential 

volunteers are encouraged to contact the principal. 

--Stella Wang, URMC.  Stella teaches a course at UR for undergrads, with a community engagement component.  

Brooks Landing was the focus of their first project.  The students interviewed business owners, developed a web site, 

and are requesting that freshman orientation include activities or information to connect students to SW Rochester.  

--Our Urban Fellow this summer will be Benjamin Zuegel.   

--The Genesee Valley Little League Parade will take place May 12; gather at 9:15 at NSC.   

--Westside Market will open June 12.   

--The 19
th

 Ward Spelling Bee, held at UR on Sat. April 21, was a great success. 

--School 16 renovations are near completion and the school will open in Sept. 2018.   

--More volunteers are needed for Square Fair on June 2.  Have a great time while helping us out.  Call the office 

for information.  

--Police Accountability Board: Jeremy Coleman will speak for 19
th
 WCA before the City Council meeting on May 15.   

--City Planning meeting with Dorraine Kirkmire, Manager of Planning, will be held at Arnett Library on May15 at 

6:30pm.  Bull’s Head redevelopment community meeting will be held July 25.  More details to follow.   

--Watch for details about Porch Fest in August  

 

 

Office hours 

For the months of June and July, the office will be open on Mondays, but closed on Wednesdays.  We 

will return to regular office days at the beginning of August. 
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UPDATE ON RAPIDS CEMETERY 
Mark Sweetland is one of our faithful gardeners at Rapids Cemetery. He took a 

photograph of the cemetery’s bloodroot colony the first week of May. He told us, 

“These are almost extinct in the US, and we are fortunate to have such a colony 

here in the 19th Ward. It is probably 100 years old. What a magnificent sight!” 

 A message from Mark Sweetland: 

Consider attending the plant sale at pre-Westside Farmers Market on Tue. June 5, 

from 4-7 p.m. I was there last Tue. and there are many vendors with a great selec-

tion. Besides finding something for your garden, you are invited to pick something 

to donate to the Rapids Cemetery restoration, which has made great strides over 

the past two years. Sedum would be appreciated for the south side along the side-

walk.  

 Your next hands-on volunteer opportunity (90 Congress Avenue off       Genesee 

Street) is the 2nd Sunday in June, June 10th, from 1 to 3 p.m. Specific help will be 

needed transplanting the newly donated flowers as well as some Forget-Me-Nots. 

Other tasks include raking for vine-root removal, preparation of ground-cover 

beds and general weeding. Tools and refreshments will be provided.  We will con-

tinue to work at the Cemetery throughout the summer on the 2nd and 4th      Sundays from 1:00-3:00.  Consider joining us 

when you can. 

 John Curran, MaryDan Cooper and John Cottrell were at the cemetery on Sunday afternoon May 27, the day before Memo-

rial Day. It was heartening to see that Congress Avenue neighbors had set out flags at all the veterans’ gravestones. We were 

there that day to meet with Bill Gillette, the Gates Town Historian. He is interested in Rapids Cemetery because the ceme-

tery land was initially part of Gates. In fact, in 1813, Gates extended north to Lake Ontario, east and south to the Genesee 

River, and west to Parma. We learned from Bill that the town was named after the American Revolutionary General Horatio 

Gates. 

Aiden Drake concluded his Eagle Scout project the first week in May. In this last phase, he installed sturdy trellises for the 

blackberry bushes. Last Fall, he and his team used a cardboard-soil-mulch system to control weeds. He could see the fruits of 

his labor this Spring. In the areas where his team worked, we didn’t have the wild garlic infestation that we had the previous 

Spring. 

On April 12th, the four teams of RIT seniors who worked on the Rapids Cemetery Mobile App project presented us with their 

solutions. We were very pleased with the technical competence, the creativity, and the overall quality of the projects. We 

spent a week testing all four versions. Each team’s solution had some features that the others didn’t have. Professor Zilora 

suggested that we might want to go another round with next year’s seniors to integrate those into one solution, and to in-

corporate enhancements. We gratefully accepted that offer. We hope the eventual mobile app will have a Timeline, a Com-

plete List of Known Burials, multiple filters, a user-friendly Admin site, links to nearby Historic Trails, FAQ’s, audio capability, 

clickable numbered map pins with associated content and photographs, and more. If you want to have input into this ex-

citing, hands-on project (no committee meetings!), please contact the office. There are only a few times during the academic 

year when your involvement would be needed. 
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Officer Succession—we need you 

It’s not too early to think about running for a 19WCA office  

There are only 3 more Delegates’ Council meetings before summer break.   When we gather 

again in September we will be reporting on the new list of potential nominees running for a posi-

tion on the Board for 2019.  Positions included on the Board that will be voted on are President, 

1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer.   Some will be open positions. All posi-

tions can be contested.  Call the Office, 328-6571, if you would be interested in more information 

or would like to recommend someone for a position.  A question is not a commitment. 

We also have – RIGHT NOW – two Districts that do not have representation at the Delegates’ 

Council monthly meetings.  Please call the office if you would be interested in learning more about this position, or would like to 

recommend someone.  See the map on the last page to determine the district you live in.  We are looking for Delegates to serve 

Districts 3 and 4.  Once again, a phone call for information does not commit you to anything. 

The Importance of Our 19th Ward Community Association 
The following was sent in to the office by one of our members: 

Our Association offers a sense of community in which all are welcome. 

The Association creates the bond of community. While most of us are members of a religious community bound by spe-

cific religious principles, the 19th Ward Community Association is all encompassing and welcomes all. 

 It is a way of connecting our community in meaningful practical ways allowing us to do something constructive for our 

neighborhood. 

 Community is about doing your part.   All of us together can address the ills of the neighborhood which adversely affect 

us all.    Have you stopped to ask yourself “what can I contribute, how will my skills/ contributions help?”  Together we 

can improve the quality of life for all of us in the neighborhood.    Are you ready to step up and to do your part? 

You can easily get a sense of our community by participating in one of the regular events such as Square Fair, House 

Tour, Citizen of the Year Banquet and our annual meeting…. just to name a few opportunities. This will only take 

a couple of hours of your time.  Beyond that, perhaps you can find the time to donate one or two hours a month to help-

ing our Community Association improve the neighborhood.   There are opportunities and projects everywhere. All you 

need to do is ask. 

 

What will you be doing this summer? 

The 19th Ward Community Association won’t be taking breaks this summer.  Watch for information on Porch 

Fest in August, garden parties, potlucks in the backyard, PlayRocs Your Neighborhood, events at the 

Westside Farmers Market, work in Rapids Cemetery…..the list goes on…..but we need your help.  Can you 

spare a few hours to give us a hand working for our community? 
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Hello Friends,  

I hope you are enjoying the splendors of this Spring! 

The Ravenwood/Thurston Garden is doing well this 

year and much helped by the work of the team from 

RIT and YMCA through the Day of Caring. 

I am hoping there are some volunteers who can con-

tribute time in the garden  on Tuesday mornings 

from 8-9:30 AM this summer.  Doug and I will be 

there to keep up with the weeding. If you are so in-

clined and can help us out, please come by. 

Thank you! 

Charlotte Giebel 

NEWS ON SCHOOL 16 

After a couple years of task forces and studies the Administration had provided the School Board with three Path 

Forward options a few months ago and the board had been studying them.  The three paths essentially were: 

1. The 1st Path recommended was to go back to the original Managed School Choice Policy and implement 

it properly which includes monitoring schools that are not performing well and improving them. 

2. The 2nd Path recommended was to implement the MSC but whenever possible place students who do not 

get their first choice or have no choice into a neighborhood school as the MSC Task-Force had favored. 

3. The 3rd Path recommended is implementing a “Multi-Dimensional Socio-Economic Model” that looks at a 

number of factors that indicate each child's needs and place them in the school that best meets those 

needs to the extent possible. The group was highly doubtful RCSD could make that happen given the diffi-

culties implementing special education. 

There was an ESA (Excellence in Student Achievement) Committee meeting of the whole Board on May 10th to 

select the Path Forward for the District.   I attended the meeting and participated in the discussions leading up to 

the Board making a choice.  They picked Path 1 but since the State is pushing for "Community Schools" for 

schools in receivership it may have a bit more of a neighborhood school flavor.  Also the two year delay this pro-

cess has taken has brought us to a situation where with the influx of Puerto Rican refugees is increasing our 

school population and preventing us from closing more schools.  School 44 will stay open in one form or another.   

It sounds like by mid August it will be possible for the District to hold tours at School 16. 

John Boutet 

A Spring picture at the      

Ravenwood Thurston Garden 
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Once again the 19th Ward Community Association will be hosting a PlayRocs event.  This year, we plan to 

host the event in the grassy areas at our office site, 216 Thurston Road.  This is a wonderful event for    

children of all ages, including those adults who just want to have fun.  Watch for more details! 
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Free Summer Meals for Kids and Teens 18 and Younger 

The summer is almost here and for families that can mean a lot more to manage when kids are out of school.  Whether playing 

sports, getting ahead with summer classes, or hanging with friends at a city R-Center, eating a nutritious meal is often the last 

thing on kids minds.  And with the constant availability of junk foods everywhere, it is increasingly tough for children to make 

healthy choices.   

Thankfully, Summer Meals is back, offering City of Rochester kids 18 and under a fresh, healthy, and free meal that fits in with 

their on-the-go style.  Provided by the City of Rochester, Foodlink, or the Rochester City School District, kids can eat food that will 

keep them full and satisfied without spending a dime or leaving their favorite activities!   

Summer meals can be found at R-Centers, schools, churches, neighborhood programs, and lots of other places kids spend time 

during the summer.  And, don’t forget the Summer Meals Food Truck that stops at libraries, parks and other community sites 

around Rochester. Best of all, parents don’t have to take extra steps to get their kids involved – just drop in during the scheduled 

mealtime. 

To find a location, look for yellow banners with the brightly colored “Summer Meals” logo around your neighborhood! For a com-

plete list of meal times and locations visit http://www.SummerMealsRoc.org or dial 2-1-1.  

 

PACE Bike share is here 

Grab a bike, go where you want, when you want 

Use Promo code 19WCA for $10.00 in ride credit 

Download the PACE App to find bikes near you. 

Rides start at $1.00 

 

More information:  https://ridepace.com 



June 2018 15 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW –Our annual Citizen Merchant of the Year Dinner  
will take place in September (watch for the confirmed date).  This year we will celebrate citizens and merchants 

with 3 different awards.  Awards and descriptions for each are below.  Plan to come and support our winners 

and our neighborhood.   

Take a few minutes now to nominate the person or organization of your choice to receive one of the following 

awards.  Send in your nomination before August 1 in order to give the committee time to review all candidates, 

make choices, and send out invitations to their friends and families. 

Citizen of the Year To the person who has made significant contributions to our community and made it a bet-

ter place to live. 

Merchant of the Year To the local merchant who has contributed most to our well -being as a community. 

Hall of Fame Award  To the person or organization that is impacting the 19th Ward in a positive way through 

promotion, encouragement and the improvement of neighborhood unity. 

 

I/we Nominate __________________________    for the ________________________  Award 

 

Please explain why this person/organization should be nominated for this award: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

Submitted by: ________________________ Phone/email: _________________________________ 

Please print and complete this nomination form by August 1 and mail to: 

 

CMOY Selection Committee 

c/o The 19WCA Office 

216 Thurston Road 

Rochester, NY 14619  

 

or drop it in the mailslot at the Association office, or attach it to an email to 19thward@19wca.org.  
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WATCH FOR MORE EVENTS IN JULY AND AUGUST—PLAY ROCS, PORCH FEST, GARDEN PARTIES, POTLUCKS, ETC 

 
 

     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
SQUARE  

FAIR 

8:30 – 4:30 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
7:00 PM Schools 

Committee Meeting at 

216 Thurston 

6  
8:30 AM  Thurston 

Brooks Merchants at 

RPH 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
1-3 Rapids Cemetery 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
8:00 AM Genesee St. 

Merchants at NSC 

 

7:00 PM PCIC at 

Staybridge 

 

14  
7:00 PM Delegates 

Council at Arnett 

Library 

15  
 

16  
9:45 AM History & 

Archives at Brue 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
8:00 AM Chili Ave 

Merchants at Livie’s 

21  
1:00 Housing Com-

mittee at NSC 

 

6:30 Southwest 

Common Council at 

Phillis Wheatley 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
1-3 Rapids Cemetery 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
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19th Ward Community Association             

216 Thurston Road 

Rochester, New York   14619 


