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2016 Officers  
President:  Diane Watkins 

1st Vice President:  Harlan Ost 

2nd Vice President: John Boutet 

Treasurer: Carleen Wilenius  

Secretary: Sheila Driscoll  

Past President: LaShay Harris  

President’s 
 

Message 

Welcome to March! 

 
We almost made it out of winter unscathed but as usual February proves to be a chal-

lenging month for snow. Last year, it seemed that the City’s response to moving snow 

was inadequate but this year it seemed as if the streets in the ward were cleared much 

faster.  Because city crews used snow removal equipment in collaboration with the 

snow plows, I didn’t find myself spending hours digging out the end of the driveway 

as much. We also had a Good Samaritan neighbor who used his personal truck to help 

clear up our street. O the 19th Ward Facebook site, 19th Ward Crime Alert, neighbors 

from Melrose St posted pictures of their hydrant dig out party. Many hands made light 

work. I love this neighborhood! 

Once again we held our annual Ice Skating Party this Feb.  in collaboration with our 

student neighbors from the U of R. Angie Burch from the 19th and Glenn Cerosaletti 

from the university did a fabulous job of organizing student groups and fraternities 

and 19th Ward neighborhood together for an afternoon of fun in the freezing cold.  It is 

always exciting to see such a diverse group of people from ages 6 to 60+ get together 

and learn from each other but the most exciting thing to witness, was our neighbor 

John DeMott break into the youthful dance craze, the Whip and the NaNa. I have the 

video proof. 

Another thing to do in the neighborhood this month is to check out the new businesses 

on Thurston Rd.  There is a new pizza place named Big Jay’s, a newly renovated barber 

shop called 3 Kingz, and People’s Choice has moved onto the corner of Brooks and 

Thurston.  This is the type of activity that we had hoped for after the Thurston Rd Revi-

talization so let’s support our local businesses. I believe that as the weather breaks the 

more business and foot traffic that we can generate on our main corridors, the less 

likely those who generate illegal business traffic will feel comfortable.  

Looking forward, our next community event will be the Palm Sunday breakfast at the 

Presbyterian Home. The Keynote speaker will be Dr. Leonard Brock, Director of the 

Anti-Poverty Initiative.  There are many other opportunities to engage with neighbors 

before that. You can join any of our committees that work to address safety, quality of 

life, schools and community events. Please help us in the fight for our neighborhood 

and volunteer with the 19th WCA. We have much work to do. Reach out to old friends 

and new friends and let’s remind them of how the 19th WCA has lasted for 50 years.  

Diane Watkins 

President, 19WCA 
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Skating Party 2016 
Another successful and well attended skating party was held on Sat, Feb 

13th at the Genesee Valley Sports Complex. Over 250 UR students and 

southwest community members enjoyed 3 fun-filled hours of free skat-

ing and food, great music, carnival games and camaraderie. The magi-

cian, Joel Greenwich amazed the crowd with his slight of hand that 

seemed to defy logic. Many attendees also took a break from skating to 

visit with the Reptile Guy and his lovely assistant to view, ask questions 

and even pet and feed his many reptile friends and even tarantulas.  The 

Neighborhood Ambassadors were on hand with hot chocolate on the 

sub-zero day and many other UR groups and organizations served as 

volunteers to staff the games and mentor our youth on the ice. Many UR 

students commented that they enjoyed being able to see the kids they 

mentored in the neighborhood at the event and hang-out with them in 

such a fun and casual setting.  I want to thank the 19WCA volunteers 

John and Joann DeMott, Lauren Caruso, Marta Driscoll, Jackie Farrell, 

Penny Griffin, Diane Watkins and John Burch for helping to make this 

event such a success!  
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2 more chances for 

FAFSA forms assistance 
March dates are 

  March 9 from 5-8 PM at Phillis Wheatley Library 

  March 24 from 3-6 PM at MCC Damon City Campus 

(free parking at Mortimer St. Garage, 83 Mortimer St) 

Bring with you:  a parent or legal guardian, 2015 Federal 

and NYS tax returns (or 2014 returns with 2015 income 

information) 

1 on 1 help filling out the form 

Get your financial aid questions answered 

Food and refreshments 

Free of charge 

Visit RochesterCAN.org for event information and details 

Calling all  Crafters and Wanabees 
 

It's not too early for crafty people to think about Square Fair!  Last year 

the Made in 19 booth raised over $700 for the Community Association, 

and we hope to do it again!  Sessions run on Thursday evenings from 

7:00 to 9:00 PM, and are loads of fun. 

No particular talent is required, just a willingness to learn.  Anyone who 

would like an evening of conversation and productivity is wel-

come.  Please join us if you can! 

Beginning in March, the group will meet on Thursday nights at Deb 

Leary's house, 443 Wellington Avenue.  

If you are a crafter who is not able to join us, we welcome dona-

tions!  Make an item (or a few items) and drop them off at the office.  We 

would be delighted to add it to our inventory! 

Thinking of Square Fair and planning for summer is a great way to make 

it through the cold winter months.  Do join us if you can! 

 

FAFSA 

HELP 

 

Trying to build a playground… 
 

Beverly Usher, Delegate for District 23, and School 44 Parent/

Grandparent Volunteer is working on the creation of a playground 

for the students in the school.   She has taken in donations of old tires 

and is painting them in bright cheerful colors for the kids.  She has 

run out of paint, and is nowhere near finished with the project. 

 

The paint needs to be non-toxic, suitable for outdoors and can hold 

up through rough treatment.  A variety of colors will be good. Spray 

cans are best but she is willing to work with whatever she receives.  

Please drop donations of (or for) paint at 55 Copley St., or at the 19th 

Ward Office, 216 Thurston 
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AD-HOC Grant Opportunities Committee 

The Delegates’ Council recently approved the formation of a Grant Opportunities Committee to explore different funding 

streams to support existing 19WCA activities and/or developing at least one new activity that addresses quality of life is-

sues for our 19th ward residents.  Part of the incentive is to bring more funds into the organization but primarily to make 

the 19WCA more relevant to more 19th ward residents who have not participated in long held 19WCA activities in the past.  

This committee would be tasked with doing the work of developing the activity as well as finding funding to support the 

activity at least initially. 

 

Some ideas/opportunities would be applying for other Rochester Area Community Foundation (RACF) and Greater Roch-

ester Health Foundation (GRHF) grants to support or expand what we already do or develop something new.  A couple 

ideas for new activities are – a low cost/no cost exercise program partnering with the neighborhood churches to provide 

the space and/or a community food garden where residents purchase a plot to garden themselves, we provide tools, wa-

ter source.  Also, maybe a program to teach entry-level work skills to neighborhood youth or start a Rent-A-Kind program. 

If you are interested in exploring new ways to make an impact on quality of life issues in our neighborhood by joining this 

committee of have any ideas or resources that we may explore, please contact Angie Burch at 338-2621, 

acburch26@gmail.com or aburch@rochesterhousing.org 

Update via Email? 
If you just received this edition in your postal mailbox, please read: 

We are presently sending out just under 60 copies of Update 19 each month 

through the Post Office.   Due to the increased size of the publication, the 

mailings are usually .70 each, costing the Community Association approxi-

mately $40.00 per month, or $400.00 for 10 months of the year.  Keeping in 

mind that this cost does not include the cost of paper and ink, please think 

about whether or not you have the alternative to receive this publication via 

email, and call or write the office to let me know.  19thward@19wca.org or 

585-328-6571. 

 

UW  1142 
Choose United Way Donor 

Option #1142 to contribute 

to the 19th Ward Commu-

nity Association through 

your Employer 

You are invited to 

the 6th Annual 

19th Ward Spelling Bee Finals 

Saturday, April 9 at 1pm 

Hubbell Auditorium, Hutchinson Hall 

University of Rochester 
 

Students from  

Elementary schools  

10, 16, 19, 29 and 44  

will be competing 

mailto:acburch26@gmail.com
mailto:aburch@rochesterhousing.org
mailto:19thward@19wca.org
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Delegates’ Council        Feb. 11, 2016   

Diane Watkins, President, chaired the meeting. 

Arnett Library, Bruce Tehan.  Library hosts multiple programs for children, teens and adults including computer tutoring every Tues-

day from 4 to 5 pm.  

Family Law Remote Assistance Project, Bryan Babcock.  The Volunteer Legal Services Project has a service for individuals who need 

help completing Family Court Petitions.  Individuals (from Monroe and surrounding counties) can schedule an appointment to meet 

with a volunteer attorney, via webcam, at one of the partnering libraries.  See vlsprochester.org    Summer of Opportunity :  Youth ages 

14 and up can apply on line between Feb 9 and March 13 for this summer job program.  Youth have until March 28 to turn in required 

documents.  Youth must be enrolled in high school, middle school or a GED program.   See Cityofrochester.gov/soop for more infor-

mation.   Jefferson Avenue Black History Dinner will be held on Feb. 27.  Tickets are $40.    19th Ward members are invited to help in 

planning of the Good Friday Cross Walk, which is being hosted this year by St. Monica’s church.   Genesee Valley Little League is 

recruiting youth, ages 4 to 12.  Register on line or at Arnett Library.   Skating party (free admission and skate rental) at GV Ice Rink on 

Feb. 13 from 1 to 4 p m.    Urban Agricultural Working Group is hosting a free city-wide event, “From Plants to Power” at Wilson 

Foundation Academy, March 19 from 10am to 4pm.  All are welcome.    Palm Sunday breakfast will be held at Presbyterian Home on 

March 20.  Tickets are for sale at the 19th WCA and at the YMCA.  Issues for residents, Bryan Babcock:  Bryan is part of a group that 

has been gardening on a City-owned lot, and the group has offered to purchase the lot, with no success.  Apparently, if a lot is larger 

than 4,000 square feet, the City will hold on to it, in hopes of developing it.  Anyone interested in this policy should contact Bryan.   

Treasurer’s report: Expenses and income are as budgeted so far for 2016.   Diane Watkins has been invited to represent that 19th WCA 

on the Mayor’s Commission to update the City’s community development plan.  Angie Burch suggested that the 19th WCA form an 

ad hoc group to look into applying for small grants to support services for residents such as home repairs, community gardens or 

physical activity programs.  A motion was adopted to form such a committee. 

Recent 19th Ward Community events were successful!  Luminary Night on MLK Day went very well; the luminaries were lovely and 

the hot spots were popular.   300 coats were donated.  Candlelight Dinners on Feb 6 were well attended.  20 people registered at the 

Bone Marrow Drive on Feb 7; volunteers will also be able to register at Square Fair.   We will sponsor a fundraiser at the Little Thea-

ter on April 17.  Tickets are $15 and can be used for any of the movies screened that day.   David Hunt (from former Hunt’s Hard-

ware) has donated nine framed photos of historic 19th Ward scenes.  They will be displayed at the 19th WCA office.  SW Common 

Council: John Boutet and Lynette Robinson were recently elected co-chairs. 

CITY ACTION PLAN 2016-2017 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Rochester is currently preparing its 2016-2017 Annual Action Plan.  The City will 

receive the following federal funds:  Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership 

(HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and Housing Opportunities for persons with Aids (HOPWA) from the U.S.  

Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The City intends to submit its 2016-17 Annual Action Plan to HUD on or 

before June 30, 2016.  The City will conduct a public hearing to obtain public input relative to housing and community 

development needs for the 2016-17 Annual Action Plan.  The PUBLIC HEARING will be held: 

DATE:            March 7, 2016 

TIME:             6-7:30 PM 

LOCATION:  City Council Chambers, City Hall, 30 Church Street, Rochester 14614 

The purpose of the City’s Annual Action Plan is to address the housing and community development needs of the City of 

Rochester, especially the needs of very low and lower income households, the homeless and persons with special needs.  

All interested residents of the 19th Ward and other southwest neighborhoods are encouraged to attend the public hearing. 



March 2016 9  

 

 

 PALM SUNDAY  

 BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, March 20       8:00 – 9:30AM  

Rochester Presbyterian Home 

256 Thurston Road 
 

Speaker:  Dr. Leonard Brock 

Director – Rochester Monroe Anti Poverty Initiative 

Speaking on the anti-poverty initiative - the goals, what has been accomplished 

so far, what the next steps are, and how neighborhoods will be affected by the 

results. 

 

Proceeds to benefit Teen Empowerment 
 

Hosted by the Rochester Presbyterian Home, sponsored by Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Mission, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, St. 

Monica Roman Catholic Church; in partnership with the 19
th
 Ward 

Community Association 

 
Tickets available at 

19WCA, St. Stephen’s, SW Family Y, St. Monica 

And Teen Empowerment 

Make checks payable to Teen Empowerment 

 

Individual       $  7.00     Always a wonderful event 

Couple           $11.00                            and a delicious breakfast       

Household      $15.00 



March 2016 
10 

 



March 2016 11  

 

 



March 2016 
12 

 

Stories from Candlelight Dinners 
On a delightfully mild February evening over 60 neighbors from the 19th Ward gathered at 9 different houses to share 

the annual Candlelight Dinners.  For more than 25 years the Community Association has organized these dinners as a 

fun and relaxing opportunity to gather mid-winter for a great meal and wonderful conversation.  By randomly pairing 

hosts and guests you “never know what you’re gonna get”.  More often than not everyone gets something new – either 

a new food experience, a chance to visit a new home, an opportunity to meet a new neighbor, or exposure to a new 

point of view. 

We asked the guests and hosts of the 2016 Candlelight Dinners to share their thoughts about this year’s event.  Here is 

what they told us: 

 meeting “new” and interesting neighbors was fun 

  having a friendly, beautiful cat on your lap made for a very relaxing evening 

  we left our host's home saying good food, good company, good conversation 

 we love living in the 19th Ward!  

 the conversation included a wide variety of subjects, very lively opinions, wide range of educational interests, 

 Laughter was plentiful with a steady flow of interesting conversation, among a total of five relaxed and happy 

couples, a most enjoyable evening 

 enjoyed a Candlelight dinner which included  people of diverse ages, interests, beliefs, and backgrounds 

  A shared meal is such a simple way to enjoy delicious food and visit with our delightful neighbors 

  Animated discussions about various topics  

  the hosts were so gracious 

 The hosts designed their new kitchen and other room decorations 

  fascinating topics of conversation included art history, boarding school in Nigeria, home canning of peaches 

and pickles, and the medicinal value of face massage 

 Treated to a demonstration of the host’s new electric unicycle 

 I love the candlelight dinners as either a guest or a host  

 good people, good food, laughter, and stimulating conversation 

 As hosts we also invited two other couples who spend many hours working within the 19th ward 

 The food was really grand  

 our house is filled with instruments and music, we initiated some  musical entertainment, some dramatic arts, 

and a harpsichord solo 

As you can tell, no two Candlelight Dinners are the same.  So if you like to explore new houses, meet new people, eat a 

fine meal, and/or enjoy stimulating conversation this event is for YOU!   And, on top of all that variety, Candlelight Din-

ner is free, there is no set agenda, and no fund raising – it’s just for fun.  Next year when the 19th Ward Community Asso-

ciation Convention rolls around, think about signing up as a host or a guest. The possibility you will have a great time, 

meet some new people, and learn something new awaits you!   

Every Child Ready to Read! 
A series of early reading programs for families with children ages 0-5 at the Arnett Branch 

Library, Saturdays, April 9, 16, 23, 30, and May 7 from 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM.  Parents/

caregivers will learn about the importance of reading to their children and using five dif-

ferent tools to do so – playing, singing, talking, reading and writing.  The children will 

have supervised storytime and other learning activities while their parents learn about the reading tools.  The fami-

lies will come together to practice what they have learned at interactive experience stations.  A free, nutritious meal 

will be given to the families at each session.  The May 7 session will be a cooking/nutrition workshop with the Social 

Chef.  One family at each session will win one (1) $25.00 Wegmans gift card via random drawing and all families 

who attend will be eligible for the final $150.00 Wegmans gift card drawing at the end of the series!  There is a maxi-

mum attendance of 50 (adults and children) at each session, so register now!  428-8214 
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Advertising Students at UR to take on 19WCA as real-life client 
     Dr. Sol Armoskaite is a professor of linguistics at the University of Rochester who is co-teaching a “Language in Advertising” 

class this semester. Delegate Lauren Caruso connected her with our community association after hearing that Sol was interested in 

connecting her students with a real-life client. Dr. Armoskaite believes strongly that universities in America, generally speaking, tend 

not to be integrated into the life of their surrounding communities. She would like to put our community on her students' “map.” 

     Dr. Armoskaite addressed the January Delegates meeting with her proposal. The delegates 

agreed that making these connections might lead to something that could be mutually beneficial. 

     The students will be given a choice of doing a hands-on project or a research paper. Those students who choose “hands-on” will 

have a choice between Seedfolk City Farm and the 19th Ward Community Association. 

     The students who choose 19WCA (and we hope there will be some! Proposals are just now being submitted!) will review our 

existing materials (brochure, membership form, website, calendar, door hangers, House Tour booklets, banners, newsletter, logos, 

signage, and so on). They will propose a project, perhaps a fresh take on one of our existing materials, perhaps identifying a gap, 

perhaps making a promotional video. We will have to see what the students propose.  

     The professor’s criteria for evaluating the projects will include language and imagery persuasion. Some volun-

teers from our Association will be invited in for the evaluation, and will be an important part of the process. 

     Contact the office if you have an interest in this exciting development. 

Eighth Annual Good Friday Crosswalk 

A Solemn Pilgrimage 

To pray for an end to the violence that corrupts the unity of our common home.  

St. Monica Church Rochester, NY 

March 25th, 2016 

8:45 AM 
The Greater Rochester Community of Churches Faith in Action Network (GRCC), in conjunction with the Rochester Dio-

cese of both the Roman Catholic and Episcopal Churches will again hold their Annual Pilgrimage Walk in Solidarity 

against poverty and violence on Good Friday, March 25th, 2016. This walk has been held in various places throughout 

the City of Rochester, and this year will be in the 19th Ward. 

The purpose of the walk is to “make holy”, through prayer and recognition, places where there has been violence, and 

to lift up in thankfulness those community groups bringing hope and healing through their work. We will reflect on the 

Seven Last Words of Jesus as we walk the mile and a half route through the 19th Ward neighborhood. 

This is Christianity in action - prayer, consciousness-raising, and coming together as one to seek peace, just relation-

ships and healing. 

Walkers will gather at St. Monica Church on Genesee St. at 8:45AM.  The walkers, who will be joined by religious lead-

ers, adults and youth from congregations  throughout the Rochester area, will stop at seven locations along the route, 

reflecting on the Seven Last Words of Christ, to pray for victims of violence and poverty. 

Guest speakers will represent local organizations including the Boys and Girls Club, Teen Empowerment,  

St. Peter’s Kitchen, and the MK Gandhi Institute for Non-Violence. 

The walk, which lasts approximately an hour and a half, is open to all including neighbors and neighborhood busi-

nesses along the route, who want to stand against violence and poverty in our neighborhoods. A cross will be carried 

throughout the walk by attending youth. 

Won’t you come and walk with us in solidarity with those who pray for the Kingdom of God to come to their neighbor-

hood? 

If you have questions or need additional information contact either Rev. Alan Dailey, dailey2@rochester.rr.com or 

Susan Howard, showard@dor.org. 

mailto:dailey2@rochester.rr.com
mailto:showard@dor.org
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March  2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
8:30a Thurston-
Brooks-Arnett  
Merchants @ It’s All 
Love  

3 
7:00 PM ‘Made in 
19’ Crafters at 
443 Wellington 

4 5  GVLL registra-

tion at Arnett Li-

brary   AND Spell-

ing Bee practice at 

Arnett Library 

6 
 

7 
6:00  
Public 
Hearing 
City  An-
nual Action 
Plan 

8 9 
8:00a Genesee 
Merchants @ NSC 
7:00p Schools Com-
mittee 216 Thurston 
7:00p PCIC @ Stay-
bridge 
5-8P FAFSA Fest at 
Phillis Wheatley 

10 
11:00a  Housing 

Committee @ 

NSC 

7:00p Delegates 
Council @ Library 
7:00 P ‘Made in 
19’ Crafters at 
443 Wellington 

11 
 

12 
Noon-1:00 PM 
‘Resonants’ 
acapella singers at 
Arnett Library 
 
GVLL registration 
AND Spelling Bee 
practice, both at 
Arnett Library 

13 
DAY-
LIGHT 
SAVINGS 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
    

16 

8:00a Chili Avenue 
Merchants @ Livie’s 
 

      

 

17 
 
 
 
7:00 PM ‘Made in 
19’ Crafters at 
443 Wellington 

18 19 
9:45a History &  
Archives Comm @ 
Brue 
 
Spelling Bee prac-
tice at Arnett Li-

20 
8:00 AM 
Palm Sun-
day 
Breakfast 
at RPH 
SPRING 

21 22 
 

23 
 

24   3-6 PM  
FAFSA Fest at 
MCC Damon City 
Campus 
7:00 P ‘Made in 
19’ Crafters at 
443 Wellilngton 

25 

8:45 AM 
Cross Walk  - 
begin at St. 
Monica 
Church 

26 
Speilling Bee 
practice at Arnett 
Library 
 

27 
Easter 
Sunday 

28 29 30 

6:30 PM 19WCA 

Public Safety Com-

mittee Mtg at RPH 

31 

7:00 PM ‘Made in 

19’ Crafters at 443 

Wellington 

April 1 

 

CITY LOVE 
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 

Call the Office for  

contact information.  

Be sure your Delegate  

is aware of your interests  

and concerns. 

District 1     Marta Driscoll 

District 2     OPEN 

District 3     Penny Griffin 
District 4     Deb Hudnell 

District 5     Zola Brown 

District 6     Don Hanks 

District 7     Jay Ross 

District 8     Mary Fran Kolbuc 

District 9     Austin Pettigrew 

District 10   Donna Sarnacki 

District 11   Ron Stallworth 

District 12   Leigh McMullen 

District 13   Chris Buitrago 

District 14   Charlotte Giebel 

District 15   Laura Suda 

District 16   Lauren Caruso 

District 17   John DeMott 
District 18   Harriette Royer 

District 19   Bryan Babcock 

District 20   Angie Burch 

District 21   Joanne DeMarle 

District 22   OPEN 

District 23   Beverly Usher  
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   19th Ward Community  Association 

   216 Thurston Road 

   Rochester, New York     14619 

Keep  19WCA in mind: 

United Way  

Donor Option #1142 

through your Employer 


