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       President Zola Brown’s Message 
My question to you 19th Ward neighbors:  do we still have real estate problems and practices that seem similar to the 

reason the Association was formed in 1965?   

The Association formed to deal with so many issues, but real estate problems in our neighborhood were a prime fac-

tor.  The first committed group of Association members faced problems around racial issues when buying and selling prop-

erty; large homes bought by investment companies or developers that were broken down into apartments, zoning issues, 

and other tactics used to control properties in the area.  I am concerned about history repeating itself as we face these is-

sues again today.  

A few weeks ago my mother received a letter asking her to sell her home. Other friends who live in the neighborhood 

were visited or received calls to sell as well.  Some folks are concerned about gentrification, a process that improves the 

quality of a neighborhood but causes families to be out priced, especially racial and ethnic groups.  The housing market is 

slow and there are not a lot of selections available; that leaves investment companies and developers the opportunity to 

use their purchasing power.  That same purchasing power can give seniors the incentive to sell if staying in a two-story 

home is difficult.  Examples of this are realtors seeking homes to use for rental properties, off campus housing, or home flip-

ping (another lucrative business).  I’m not sure at this point the measure in which this issue is currently changing the quality 

of life in our neighborhood. If you are concerned and see the similarities, call our office and share your input with the Hous-

ing committee.   

We want families to purchase homes.  We should have responsible renters and landlords.  The goal of the 19th 

Ward has always been about the quality of life for families in the neighborhood, a stable place to live, and diversity.  Some 

of our neighbors are realtors who encourage families to purchase homes in the 19th Ward.  The City and University of Roch-

ester have incentive home programs in which 217 families have purchased homes in last 5 years. We must take care of our 

neighborhood, so families want to live here.  

On March 9th 2019, on Arnett Blvd, another fire that left a building destroyed and 6 adults with children homeless.  

Arnett Blvd residents, New Life Church, Grace Family Medicine and Arnett Café came out to comfort the victims.  They pro-

vided a few items, including food, to help them for the moment.  These families still struggle.  I have provided them with 

information on places to find clothing and furniture.  On April 1, 2019 a group of us will gather at Arnett Library Community 

Room between 5pm – 7pm for Square Fair Volunteer Day.  We will collect toiletries and gift cards for the Arnett victims. Sor-

ry, no clothes or shoes.  Your generosity for the Thurston Road victims helped fill Churches in our area and we don’t have 

the capacity to store any items at the office.  

Spring is around the corner.  So it’s time to get those gardens in shape, including our surrounding community.  Let’s 

work hard this year to turn our area into the “flower city.”  You can check out our website and Facebook for workshops, 

neighborhood gardening parties (free flowers), flower purchases, and much more.  Your district delegate can help you with 

this information.  

Zola Brown, President, 19th Ward Community Association 
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Visit www.19wca.org for more information,  

vendor applications, sponsorship forms,  

and parade applications 

Yes, the booksale will return for 2019 Square Fair 

Bring your books to the 19th Ward office, and we 

will store them for the sale.   
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PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Sunday, April 14        8:00 – 9:30 AM 

Rochester Presbyterian Home  

    256 Thurston Road     

             

Speaker:  Kevin Fitzpatrick                         

Vice President, Chief Operating Officer Great Rochester YMCA 

Proceeds to benefit Southwest Family YMCA 

 

Hosted by the Rochester Presbyterian Home, sponsored by West-

minster Presbyterian Mission, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, St. 

Monica Roman Catholic Church, Southwest Family YMCA; in 

partnership with the 19
th
 Ward Community Association 

        

Tickets available at  

19WCA, St. Stephen’s, SW Family Y, St. Monica 

Call 328-6571 for info                                     

Make checks payable to Southwest Family YMCA.         

     

 

Individual       $  7.00  

Couple           $11.00 

Household      $15.00 
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Join us April 14 for the annual Palm Sunday breakfast 

held at the Rochester Presbyterian Home 

 

    For the 21st year the Rochester Presbyterian Home is hosting the Palm Sunday breakfast which was inaugurated by 

the Westminster Presbyterian Church originally located at Arnett and Wellington.    Westminster Presbyterian had 

hosted the Palm Sunday breakfast for almost fifty years, but discontinued it after the sale of the church building. The 

church had many speakers over the course of the years, including Christopher Lindley.  When the Southwest YMCA was 

looking for a fundraiser, the Y Board decided to resurrect the Palm Sunday breakfast. Y Board members Chris and Bettie 

Lindley took on the task in 1999 and subsequently turned it over to Jeanette Mewborn and Emma Joyner. Currently the 

breakfast is sponsored by St .Stephen’s Episcopal Church, St. Monica Roman Catholic Church, and the Westminster 

Presbyterian Mission, in partnership with the 19th Ward Community Association and the Southwest YMCA.                    

    The breakfast is a community-building event and a way to raise money for area charities.  Past speakers have includ-

ed University of Rochester President Joel Seligman, Police Chief Michael Ciminelli and Mayor Lovely Warren. Past bene-

ficiaries have included SWEM, Sojourner House, Teen Empowerment, and Genesee Valley Little League.  This year’s 

recipient is the Southwest Family YMCA.  

   This year’s speaker is Kevin Fitzpatrick who grew up in the nineteenth ward. He worked at Westminster Presbyterian 

church and lifeguarded at the Arnett YMCA.  He currently is the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of 

the Greater Rochester Area YMCA. The YMCA is one of the largest non-profits in Rochester and the 10th largest employ-

er in Rochester.  

   Kevin attended Springfield College and graduated with a degree in Human Service Administration. 

He has worked in the Berkshires, Boston, and the southern tier during his 30 year YMCA career. He returned to Roches-

ter 13 years ago to build and establish the Eastside YMCA. 

   He currently lives in Penfield with his wife Theresa and three grown children. Kevin credits much of his success in the 

YMCA to growing up in the 19th Ward. 

   The breakfast will be hosted by the Rochester Presbyterian Home, 256 Thurston Road the morning of Sunday, April 

14 beginning at 8 AM and ending promptly at 9:30 AM (for those who are going to a church service).  Ticket prices are 

$7 for an individual, $11 a couple and $15 a household,  Tickets are available at the 19th Ward Community Association 

office, 216 Thurston Rd., 585-328-6571;  the Southwest YMCA, or through one of the sponsoring churches . 
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19th-Ward-centered Oral History Project 

Collaboration with University of Rochester Linguistics Department 
 

Julianne Kapner, a senior Linguistics major at the University of Rochester, has been working since last summer on a 

19th-Ward-centered Oral History project. Actually, she began as early as 2017, at Square Fair, to collect names of 

people willing to participate. She was looking for persons who were native Rochesterians. Julianne attended the 

February 2019 History & Archives Committee meeting to report on her project, which has evolved into her senior 

thesis. Julianne will be presenting her academic paper in late April. 

 

She presented us with a binder containing the CDs of all the finalized public versions of the interviews she did. She 

had sent the initial unedited versions of the interviews to each participant, and they were given a chance to request 

deletions of any sections of their interviews that were for linguistics purposes only, and not for public consumption. 

There are 14 to 15 hours of audio in the public version. The interviews will be housed at the Rochester Voices 

Project website through the Rochester Public Library. 

 

Julianne told us that her interview subjects remembered growing up in the 19th Ward, discussed major issues facing 

Rochester in general and the 19th Ward in particular, and shared favorite stories from their lives: travel adventures, 

how they met their spouses, significant historical events, and more. 

 

We asked if her study fits into a larger picture. Julianne said that the study of language variation is a hot topic within 

linguistics right now. What she has done is part of a larger study of northern Great Lakes cities which include 

Chicago, Lansing, Buffalo, Syracuse and others. The Rochester accent had not been studied since the 1970s. 

 

Engaging the community in her research broadened her focus beyond data and beyond the University bubble, and 

allowed her to connect with the people behind it. “What I loved most was the community collaboration. It benefited 

me in my heart, not just my career. Thank you, 19th Ward!” 
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Rapids Cemetery 

Work is about to begin (and actually has already begun) in Rapids Cemetery located at 90 Congress Avenue.   

The 19th Ward History and Archives Committee has once again organized regular work dates in the Cemetery, 

clearing brush, maintaining plantings, and studying gravesites.  They hope you can join on a Sunday this year.  

Work days and times are the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from  1:00—3:00.    

During the month of April those dates are April 14 and April 28. 
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Delegates’ Council Meeting, March 14, 2019  Update 19 

Zola Brown, President, chaired the meeting.  

--US Census Update by Susan Perry, NY Regional Office, US Census Bureau.  Ms. Perry stated that the mission of 

the US Census Bureau is to provide quality data about US people, places and the economy.  The Census Bureau ad-

ministers several surveys including the Dicennial Census, the American Community Survey, and a housing and an eco-

nomic survey. The Dicennial survey is required by the US Constitution.  The goal is to count every resident of the US.  

The data is kept confidential; no law enforcement agencies can obtain or use the data.  The Dicennial Census deter-

mines the number of seats per state in the House of Representatives, and the allocation of federal funds.  The Census 

Bureau will launch a marketing campaign in late 2019 and early 2020..  Residents will be asked to complete the survey 

on line.  If a household does not respond, they will receive a request by US mail, and then by phone; and then a census 

representative will come to the door.   The issue of including a question about citizenship will be settled by the US Su-

preme Court.    Persons interested in a temporary job with the Census can apply on line.  

  --Arnett Library,   Rochester Regional Health, with His Braches Health Services, will be sending a mobile van to 

Arnett Library parking lot on March 25 and every fourth Monday.  Certified technicians will do mammograms for free.   

The library will be starting a teen book club, a knitting class and a Lego club.  

--University of Rochester peace officers:  UR convened an advisory board to give feedback re UR proposal to 

arm certain peace officers.  Diane Watkins and Donald Hardaway represent 19
th
 WCA on that board.  A report to the UR 

President is expected at the end of March.  UR is distributing an anonymous on line survey so that members of the pub-

lic can express their opinions.  19
th
 WCA encourages people to complete that on line survey.   

--IT services update by Michael Phillipson:  19
th
 WCA is transitioning to G Suite services.  Our web site was moved to 

a less expensive hosting service.  The web site is due for some upgrades. 

--19
th
 WCA will be undertaking a strategic planning process.   Interested members should contact the office.  

--Key Bank has announced that the branch at 532 Chili Ave. will be closed. 19
th
 WCA sent a letter to Office of the 

Comptroller of the Currency, documenting the serious and negative impact of this bank closure on 19
th
 ward residents 

and businesses.  The priority for the 19
th
 WCA is to locate/recruit another bank to provide financial services to the ward, 

as soon as possible.   

--Good news: Home Leasing is purchasing Thurston Road and Chili Ave. apartment buildings.  They have devel-

oped many units of affordable housing in NYS and Pennsylvania, including the Rochester area, and have an excellent 

reputation.   

--Celebrate City Living is scheduled for April 13 at Sibley Square. Don’t miss the Palm Sunday Breakfast on 

April 14, proceeds benefit our YMCA branch.  Ease on Down Thurston will take place May 18 to 25.  Volunteers are 

needed for Square Fair on June 1.   House Tour is scheduled for Oct. 19, 2019.  We need people to volunteer their 

houses.   

--A written Treasurer’s Report was submitted.  

 

SOUND THE ALARM—SAVE A LIFE—April 27 

The American Red Cross of Greater Rochester is offering FREE smoke alarm installation and home fire safety     

education.  Call 585-241-4390 or email smokealarms.grc@redcross.org to schedule and appointment for       

Sound the Alarm. Save a Life 
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Next Step Scholars Program 

(College Prep) 

 

 

Saturdays March 23 - June 8,2019 

 

 

College may be the next step for you. Prepare at the REOC! 

 

Prepare for College!  

 Accuplacer Prep 

 Textbook reading skills 

 Critical thinking skills 

 Note taking skills 

 College Algebra 

 College Survival skills 

 Basis College Computer 

 Presentation skills 

 Assistance with College and Finan-

cial Aid Application Process 

and more! 

SAT Preparation  

Expand your college options 

 

Prepare yourself with Verbal and Math review 

 

Classes offered to juniors and seniors in high 

school. 

 

SAT Prep 

Monday and Wednesday 

5-8 pm 

March 18-May 1, 2019 

FOR MORE INFORMATION—CALL 585-327-4035 
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BLOCKS IN 

BLOOM 

The City of Rochester 

wants to help you and 5 

neighbors grow flowers 

in your front yard. 

 Master Gardeners  help team members plan gardens, us-

ing ‘tough as nails’ perennial plants 

 City donates compost and mulch 

 Gardeners, garden clubs and nurseries donate plants 

 Need at least 6 interested residents of different houses on 

one block who agree to participate 

 One person  agrees to be the ‘Block Captain’. 

 March—April—planning meetings 

 April-May—work session to prepare ground 

 Late May—Planting day 

 June—Sept—water and weed 

 

To get started, or for more information: 

Contact Kathy  Lewis, 585-755-3953  

klewis6550@gmail.com 

BREAKING THE BUBBLE 

Join us on April 1st at 7:30 PM at Brue      

Coffee, 960 Genesee Street, for this      

Breaking the Bubble event.  

Rochester's Place in Music History: 
From Cab Calloway to Scorgie's to The 
Jazz Fest to The Rochester Music Hall of 
Fame 
 
Jeff Spevak, longtime local arts writer 
and Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 
pop/rock critic for more than two dec-
ades, takes us on a personal and opin-
ionated trip through Rochester's music 
scene in the 20th and 21st centuries. 
From the Blues to Punk, from Jazz to 
Rock, Spevak talks about his front row 
seat at so much of Rochester music. 
 
Spevak, a Cleveland native, came to the 
D&C in 1989 as assistant sports editor, 
then shifted to pop/rock critic in 1992. 
He has covered the arts extensively, 
from classical music to dance to litera-
ture. His book on a Lake Ontario sailor 
who survived a horrific sea battle in 
World War II, will be published by Lyons 
Press on  May 1. 
 

  

NY STATEWIDE PRESERVATION 

CONFERENCE 

The New York State Preservation Conference will be 

held in Rochester,  4/25-4/27 at the Hilton Garden 

Inn.  This year’s emphasis is on diversity, inclusion, 

and equity in the preservation movement.   Regis-

tration runs from $45.00—$125.00, with some 

scholarship money available.  For more information:     

www.landmarksociety.org/conference 

Great News! 

Home Leasing  is purchasing  447 Thurston Road, 

the apartment building that has been in disrepair 

for a few years.  They plan to renovate the 

building including new roofs, new mechanical 

systems, upgrade kitchens and bathrooms, 

add a new security system, replace appliances, 

find housing for the tenants while the work is 

being done, and give the residents first right of 

return without increasing the rent.   
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NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW –Our annual Citizen Merchant of the Year Dinner will take place in September 
(watch for the confirmed date).  This year we will celebrate citizens and merchants with 3 different awards.  
Awards and descriptions for each are below.  Plan to come and support our winners and our neighborhood.   

Take a few minutes now to nominate the person or organization of your choice to receive one of the following 

awards.  Send in your nomination ASAP in order to give the committee time to review all candidates, 

make choices, and send out invitations to their friends and families. 

Citizen of the Year To the person who has made significant contributions to our community and made it a bet-
ter place to live. 

Merchant of the Year To the local merchant who has contributed most to our well -being as a community. 

Hall of Fame Award  To the person or organization that is impacting the 19th Ward in a positive way through 
promotion, encouragement and the improvement of neighborhood unity. 

 

I/we Nominate __________________________    for the ________________________  Award 

 

Please explain why this person/organization should be nominated for this award: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Submitted by: ________________________ Phone/email: _________________________________ 

Please print and complete this nomination form,and mail to: 

 
CMOY Selection Committee  
c/o The 19WCA Office 
216 Thurston Road 
Rochester, NY 14619  
 

or drop it in the mailslot at the Association office, or attach it to an email to 19thward@19wca.org.  

 Please put “nomination” in the subject line. 
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APRIL  
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